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During the 2016 University of Manchester 
workshop series with Leandro Minuchin, we began 
to develop an understanding of the roles in which 
spatiality can hold in progressive activism. 
As a way of demonstrating a social ideal or 
movement in reality. 

Through a separate study of homelessness in 
the Wai Yin Centre in Manchester’s Cheetham 
Hill, we have critically analysed theories around 
urban activism. To effectively achieve this social 
TVI½KYVEXMSR�[I�PSSOIH�XS�SXLIV�TVEGXMGIW�XS�
understand how to accurately represent the 
ideologies of the affected. 

“Within the ongoing political practice 
of a movement . . . those forms of social 
relations, decision-making, culture, and 
human experience that are the ultimate 
goal.” Boggs (1977)

I believe this is the most important thing to 
consider, and where the importance of community 
engagement and perspective is clear. To prove 
theories of inequality I believe it is essential to 
know the feeling of equality. To know repression is 

to understand freedom. How to change reality, is 
to know reality. 

If this is so, it is only true that to disprove a system 
is to build a reality that exercises a better way of 
living. This cannot be done by drawing the future 
because someone can always disprove it, or 
show the merits of the system as it currently is. 
By testing the solution in the present allows the 
community to understand the faults in the current 
system. The only way to do this is to construct it 
now. 

The following projects are a selection of practices, 
projects or occupations that I have found the most 
aligned to the future that I would like to see. 

I will discuss how these projects express 
TVI½KYVEXMZI�GLEVEGXIVMWXMGW�XLVSYKL�XLI�MRXIKVEXMSR�
of dominant actors, the consideration to 
materiality, design process, economic viability and 
dissemination of knowledge which I understand 
are all contributing factors to the successful 
representation of social ideals. 

“How do you move from grievances to action?”
Salvador Martí-Puig

credit:  Library of Congress(1917, found at www.loc.gov)                                              
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Previously technology such as computer software 
have been seen as valuable exchangeable assets, 
XLEX�EVI�½RMXI��8LI�YWIV�GERRSX�QSHMJ]�XLIQ��SV�
GLEPPIRKI�XLIQ��XIGLRSPSKMIW�LEZI�FIIR�LIPH�EW�E�
GSQQSHMX]�YRXMP�RS[�

3TIR�WSYVGI�[EW�MRXVSHYGIH�F]�'LVMWXMRI�
4IXIVWSR��EW�E�GSVTSVEXI�JVMIRHP]�W]RSR]Q�JSV�
*VII�7SJX[EVI��8S�YWI�JVII�WSJX[EVI�MW�XS�QEOI�
E�TSPMXMGEP�ERH�IXLMGEP�GLSMGI�XS�I\IVGMWI�]SYV�
VMKLX�XS�PIEVR��ERH�XS�XIEGL�MR�XLI�TVSGIWW��8LSWI�
who chose to exercise these free values pool 
ORS[PIHKI�ERH�VIWIEVGL�JSV�SXLIVW�XS�FYMPH�YTSR�
ERH�IRNS]�

4SPMG]�MW�MR�TPEGI�XS�YRHIVQMRI�XLMW�TVEGXMGI��[LIVI�
GYVVIRXP]�XLI�YWIV�GERRSX�WLEVI�WSJX[EVI�ERH�
GERRSX�HMWWIGX�MX�XS�YRHIVWXERH�LS[�MX�[SVOW��

8LI�QSZIQIRX�SJ�JVII�WSJX[EVI�TVSTSWIW�
E�GSRXVEHMGXMSR�XS�XLI�GSQQSHM½GEXMSR�SJ�
ORS[PIHKI��ERH�FVIEOW�HS[R�XLIWI�FEVVMIVW�
allowing those who use it to explore their whole 
TSXIRXMEP��&]�GSPPIGXMRK�E�FSH]�SJ�XEPIRXIH�ERH�
IXLMGEP�HIWMKRIVW�GSQQMXXIH�XS�XLI�MHIE�SJ�WLEVMRK�

knowledge with anyone, irrespective of discipline, 
5,000 individual programs and tools have been 
listed in the FSF/UNESCO free software library for 
anyone to use. Everyone who participates in this 
way of thinking, helps to achieve the same goal, the 
most progressive community possible developing 
the most advanced technologies. 

Free software’s manifesto is the promotion of four 
freedoms:

The freedom use the product as you wish, 
for any purpose.

The freedom to study how the product 
works and is made, and change it.

The freedom to redistribute the product 
so you can help your neighbor.

8LI�JVIIHSQ�XS�HMWXVMFYXI�]SYV�QSHM½IH�
versions to others. By doing this you can 
give the whole community a chance to 
FIRI½X�JVSQ�]SYV�GLERKIW�

Each product follows the same principle, has the same use and 
function but provides a different service for the user. Open source 
allows the individual to adapt the software they have been given 

to their own wishes.
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The meter payment of one parking space ensures 
the lease of that prime real estate for a duration of 
XMQI�EW�EHZIVXMWIH�SR�XLI�QIXIV��6IFEV��½VWX�WIM^IH�
this opportunity in 2005 in central San Francisco 
transforming one single space into a temporary 
public park for 2 hours, when the meter ran out 
the team at Rebar simply rolled up, packed away 
their park; they removed their tree, bench and 
Astroturf leaving no trace.  

The team at Rebar noticed the contradiction 
in exchange and use value of these pockets of 
real estate in San Francisco, and used it to their 
advantage by transforming the spaces that had 
minimal value to create maximum effect. 

This temporary intervention enabled Rebar to 
explore the potential of the temporary lease 
for the land to potentially extend the value. To 
provoke a critical examination of the values that 
generate the form of urban public space. The 
project grew in value again when a single image 
(right) of the intervention went viral. 

The group consequently realised the value of the 
project as an open-source medium when they 
were requested to provide interventions in cities 
around the globe. Rather than simply replicating  
the project elsewhere the team promoted the 
project by creating a user manual to help the 
public “empower” their own spaces.  (Rebar 2014)

PARK(ing) Day 2011:
975 parks. 162 cities, 35 countries, 6 continents

parkingday.org

credit:  Unknown (found at parkingday.org 2016)                                              
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In the same way that Harvey (date) describes the 
use value and exchange value or housing, there is 
an established contradiction in terms of use and 
exchange of the space outlined for parking. This 
can be explained within the Parking day manifesto;

“ ‘Niche spaces’ are undervalued, or valued 
inappropriately for the range of potential 
activities within them.” Park(ing) day 2014

Park(ing) day has continued to expand and since, 
addresses a variety of social issues through the 
same concept. These interventions range from, 
clinics and bars, to urban farms and political 
seminars, all addressing the value of the potential 
of space as a commodity. 

The open source model strengthens these 
interventions, by allowing organizers to draw upon 
local issues in a global context. The glue between 
these projects is that they all need some public, 
urban presence, though the triggers might be 
different. The reason that they had to turn to the 
parking space was due to the fact there was no 
space left for them in the city. 

Each Intervention supports the notion of 
IQTS[IVMRK�TISTPI�XS�VIHI½RI�XLI�WTEGI�
EZEMPEFPI�XS�XLIQ�XS�WYMX�XLIMV�WTIGM½G�GSQQYRMX]�
needs. Each intervention now makes clear,  how 
XLI�WSGMIX]�ZEPYIW�XLIWI�RI[�I\TIVMIRGIW�EW�E�
GSQQSHMX]��JSV�XLI�TVMGI�SJ�XLI�QIXIV���

4EVOW�JSV�WSGMEPM^MRK�SV�TPE]��XLI�IRNS]QIRX�SJ�
spaces with friend, to sit and read are personal 
I\TIVMIRGIW�XLEX�GSQQYRMXMIW�JIIP�WLSYPH�FI�
I\TVIWWIH�JVIIP]�MR�XLIMV�GMX]��[LMGL�MW�RSX�XLI�GEWI��
8LIVI�MW�E�PEGO�SJ�WTEGI��ERH�GSRWIUYIRXP]�XLI�
WTEGI�MW�YWIH�JSV�XLMRKW�XLEX�EVI�QSVI�FIRI½GMEP�
GSQQIVGMEPP]��,S[IZIV�XLIWI�TSGOIXW�SJ�JVIIHSQ�
RS[�VITVIWIRX�ER�9XSTMER�ZMWMSR��ER�MHIEP�GMX]�
FIMRK�LEGOIH�F]�MXW�VIWMHIRXW��7XMQYPEXMRK�GVMXMGEP�
debates about how these spaces should be used if 
its not for parking. 
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“Providing temporary public open space.... 
one parking spot at a time.”

parkingday.org
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credit:  9 x 18 (found at 9x18.org 2016)                                              

,S[�[SYPH�]SY�½PP�]SYVW#

comparison to the whole US average of 58%.

So why is this?

If the land is not as expensive to rent as the 
housing market would lead us to believe, (we can 
see this is true from the value of the 20ft2 parking 
space) is it only the potential use of the plot that is 
worth paying for. 

Organisations across the world have worked 
together to prove that this is neither the case. 
Examples can be found of individual parking spaces 
and collections of spaces being used for a variety 
of different purposes, including housing. A study of 
which can be found above in the 9 x 18 study by 
Peterson, Golan and Rich 2014.

According to Zillow Home Value Index, today’s 
average house price per square foot in San 
Francisco is $936 and the rental prince is $3,364.5, 
that estimates at an daily rate of $112.1: one 
average sized space would be $55 

In reality the price of a prime, centrally located 
space for a whole day is $25.5. That’s just over a 
dollar per hour; not even a cent per square foot. 
$1527 a month.

This is not the point Rebar are trying to make 
through their intervention of green space however, 
it is an important point to understand as in many 
cases rent prices are issues that communities 
chose to highlight through their own interventions. 
According to California Association of Realtors; 
only 11% of its residents in San Fransisco can 
afford to pay for the average home there. In 
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2014
Technology should always work around people and not the other 

way around!
(fossbox.org, 2016)

Foss Box are a creative digital design agency who 
work collaboratively to advocate positive social 
change through community led,  design based 
innovations. Their goal is to empower communities, 
in a ever-changing, demanding and challenging 
environment which is increasingly more driven by 
technology.

2SR�TVS½X�SVKERMWEXMSRW�EVI�WXVYKKPMRK�XS�
adapt to these challenges, unable to invest in 
the progression of their technologies and of 
funding dynamics. As the relationships between 
organisations are changing, the founders believe 
innovation is key to the to the preservation. 

Fossbox encourage these organisations to 
establish a new kind of relationship with their 
HSRSVW��HIPMZIVMRK�WIVZMGIW�QSVI�IJ½GMIRXP]��8LI]�
develop technologies for the organisations, but 
their inclusive design development enables the 
organisations to be left with skills for future 
development.

credit: Arnardottir, T (2013)

8LI�QSWX�HI½RMRK�GLEVEGXIVMWXMG�EFSYX�*SWWFS\�
LS[IZIV�MW�XLIMV�HIHMGEXMSR�XS�STIRRIWW��
8LVSYKLSYX�XLIMV�PMXIVEXYVI�FSXL�SRPMRI�ERH�MR�
XLI�TVIWIRXEXMSRW�XLEX�XLI]�KMZI��XLI]�EVI�LSRIWX�
EFSYX�XLI�[E]W�MR�[LMGL�STIRP]�[SVOMRK��WLEVMRK�
XIGLRSPSKMIW�ERH�ORS[PIHKI��LEW�FIIR�FIRI½GMEP�
XS�XLIMV�S[R�KSEPW���EW�[IPP�EW�LIPTMRK�SXLIVW�XS�
WYGGIIH��7LEVMRK�ORS[PIHKI�MR�XLIMV�S[R�VIWIEVGL�
ERH�HIWMKR�TVSGIWW�VIWYPXW�MR�E�QSVI�XLSVSYKL�
TVSHYGX�XS�WLEVI�[MXL�XLI�TYFPMG��

8LIMV�HIHMGEXMSR�XS�XLMW�QIXLSH�MW�GPIEV�MR�XLI�
VIWIEVGL�XLEX�XLI�XLVII�QIQFIVW�GEVV]�SYX��MR�
XLIMV�GSRWYPXERG]�ERH�MR�XLIMV�MRHMZMHYEP�ETTVSEGLIW�
XS�XIGLRSPSK]���

;I�YWI�STIR�XIGLRSPSKMIW��STIR�MRRSZEXMSR�
ERH�STIR�HIWMKR�QIXLSHW�XS�MQTPIQIRX�
WIVZMGIW�[LMGL�QEOI�XLIWI�ZEPYI�HVMZIR�
TVEGXMGIW�[SVO�MR�XLI�VIEP�[SVPH��
�JSWWFS\�SVK������
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Floss was founded as a reaction to the observation 
that within open source communities, only 1.1% 
were women. 

Flossie provides a platform to bring together 
FLOSS women, a collection of people that 
embody the values of free software, from all 
disciplines. In 2013 when I was lucky enough to 
be involved, there were representatives of global 
corporations such as Google present, experts in 
coding and script, mathematicians from universities 
such as Imperial College, Architects and Artists. 
8LI�TVIWIRXEXMSRW�[IVI�RSX�GEXIVIH�XS�E�WTIGM½G�
audience but rather to those who were eager to 
learn about how they might be able to use the 
skills of the presenter to achieve something great. 

The products that we developed whilst attending 
this conference ranged from a ‘quacking’ banana, 
to a communicatory device for those who suffer 
from domestic abuse. However more importantly 
it showed the designers the potential of FLOSS for 
digital arts and social innovation. Flossie intended 
to bridge the gap between those who think about 
freedom of technology to those who design 
and can incorporate the innovations spatially. 
&VMRKMRK�XLI�FIRI½XW�SJ�STIR�XLMROMRK�XS�EVXMWX�
and entrepreneurs and the insights of diverse 
innovators to FLOSS development.

In bringing together women from different 
backgrounds Flossie is the catalyst for diverse 
ways of thinking to spark new ideas and creative 
projects.

Flossie

2013
Floss;  Free/Libre and Open Source Software

top and below credit: Arnardottir, T (2013)
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I WANT GENUINE UNIVERSAL SUFFERAGE

9 Q F V I P P E � 6 I Z S P Y X M S R � 1 S Z I Q I R X

2014
“We are not seeking revolution. We just want democracy!”

Joshua Wong (found in Chan and Chiu, 2014)

The project began with a group of students 

from the University of Hong Kong post-Occupy 

democratic movement who decided upon a sit-in 

protest to demonstrate their wish for universal 

suffrage. Currently the SAR, since the hand over in 

1997, is governed by the mainland China, who coin 

the term, one country, two systems.

Occupy Central is the original title of the 

occupation that took part in the heart of Hong 

Kong’s Central Business District, Admiralty, in 

October 2014. The largest occupation, lasted 

nearly three months and attracted thousands of 

individuals to take to the streets to sit for the right 

to democracy. 

The entire region, which spans further than 

the island itself became a political canvas for 

this period. Banners were originally hung in all 

universities, the majority of which are Cantonese, 

and international students. However this expanded, 

on October 23rd, a banner stating; 

“I want genuine universal suffrage”

was hung on Lions Rock, Kowloon side,10 km 
from Admiralty. The Banner hung only a day until 
the government dismantled it, stimulating the 
campaign “Demolish one, Hang ten” and further 
banners were hung on each of Hong Kong’s 
mountains.

Hong Kong Island
Hong Kong Territory
Mainland China

credit:  Lopez, 2014 (found in Ong, 2014, Epoch Times)
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The motto “one country, two systems” refers to 
the transitional period of reintegration of Hong 
Kong into Chinese State, yet allowing those who 
live there to live according to the economic and 
political customs that they are accustomed to. 

These are images that I recorded whilst attending 
the protest in 2014. 

9 Q F V I P P E � * P E K
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3R�XLIMV�½REP�TVSXIWX�RIEV�EPP�LSTI�[EW�PSWX�SJ�
TSPMXMGEP�MRHITIRHIRGI�EW�XLI�TVSXIWX�IWGEPEXIH�
XS�ZMSPIRX�HIQSRWXVEXMSR��1ER]�TVSXIWXIVW�[IVI�
MQTSYRHIH�EW�E�VIWYPX��7IIR�EW�E�[IETSR��XLI�
YQFVIPPE�[EW�EHSTXIH�YRMRXIRXMSREPP]�EW�E�GERZEW�
JSV�TVSTEKERHE�JSV�XLIMV�GEYWI��-X�RS[�HI½RIW�XLI�
½KLX��

�8LI�YQFVIPPEW�[IVI�YWIH�SVMKMREPP]�[LIR�
KSZIVRQIRX�MWWYIH�XLI�YWI�SJ�TITTIV�WTVE]�XS�
IZMGX�TVSXIWXIVW�JVSQ�XLIMV�EHSTXIH�XIVVMXSV]���
'LMRE�W[MJXP]�GLERKIH�XEGXMGW�XS�VIQSZI�
TVSTEKERHE�[LMGL�FIKER�XS�IZSOI�XLI�WYKKIWXMSR�
SJ�E�VIZSPYXMSR��E�XIVQ�GSMRIH�F]�XLI�[IWXIVR�
QIHME��FYX�RSX�XLI�MRXIRXMSR�SJ�XLI�HIQSRWXVEXSVW�

-R�XIVQW�SJ�XLI�TSXIRXMEPMX]�SJ�XLI�YQFVIPPE���

traditionally such a commodity in Hong Kong’s 
hot and temperamental climate, for protection 
from the sun. No longer an ordinary object, the 
YQFVIPPE�FIGSQIW�IWWIRXMEP��ER�MQTIRIXVEFPI�½IPH�
of privacy, shielding poisonous chemicals and those 
who are using them. Ironically, the fragility of the 
umbrella and the peaceful protest is lost on the 
attackers, consumed by all that it now represents. 

Once the umbrella is coined by the western media 
as a symbol of colourful revolution it transformed 
into potential empowerment and a political 
motif.  This potentially detrimental to the cause. 
The space beneath the canvas of the umbrella 
represents the occupation of the individual holding 
it. An inclusive and hospitable sign under which to 
gather, extending the fabric of democracy.

                                              credit: Times LIVE (2014)
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Makoko Floating School 

Mokoko is a historic community of estimated 
100,000 people located close to the city of Lagos, 
Nigeria. Though the living conditions are very 
poor, the city thrives, with wooden houses made 
on stilts, no roads and no land,  transportation 
is a canoe, yet their infrastructure surpasses this 
SFWXEGPI��8LIMV�MRHYWXV]�SJ�½WLMRK�ERH�WE[MRK�LEW�
succeeded for nearly 100 years. The people of 
Mokoko have adapted to living and constructing 
on water with minimal means and have developed 
building techniques from indigenous materials. 

,S[IZIV��VMWMRK�WIE�PIZIPW��¾SSHMRK�ERH�MRGVIEWIH�
rainfall is challenging Mokoko people to rapidly 
adapt their traditional techniques, like many other 
water-based communities. Their homes, though 
WMXYEXIH�SR�[EXIV�EVI�½\IH�MR�XLI�XLMGO�QYH�ERH�
rising sea levels is becoming a daily reality. 

8LI�¾SEXMRK�GSQQYRMXMIW�MR�0EKSW�LEZI�WIXXPIH�
LMWXSVMGEPP]�EW�½WLMRK�GSQQYRMXMIW��XLI]�HSR´X�S[R�
the land, or the water on which there homes lay 
FYX�EW�½WLIVQIR�QSWXP]��XLI]�LEZI�KVS[R�XS�ORS[�
it as their home.  This self - sustaining community, 
and many others like it are now under attack. The 

government has destroyed many of the homes, 
with only a notice of 24 hours to relocate for the 
intention of providing better infrastructure and 
development along these waterfronts. 

The developments that they are keen to place 
here are not for those that will have been 
displaced and so there is nowhere for them to go. 
To resist this change, the community built, with 
EVGLMXIGXW�20)��E�¾SEXMRK�WGLSSP�EW�ER�I\TVIWWMSR�
of the type of positive intervention that the 
community would like to see.  The design is a 
TVSKVIWWMZI�I\EQTPI�SJ�WYWXEMREFPI��GSQQYRMX]�PIH�
design.

2013
“Development is a part of our rights”

Anon (found in Rebel Architecture, Working on water, 2014)

credit:  Baan (2014)

“If people want development here, they have to partner with the people, 
who own the place”

Anon (found in Rebel Architecture, Working on water, 2014)
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Founded by their intervention in Makoko; 
Waterfront Atlas brings a collective ambition to 
provide an accessible platform sharing indigenous 
intelligence from water based communities.

The platform was the 15th La Biennale di Venezia 
exhibiting the cultivation of knowledge under the 
intention of social, economic and environmental 
change worldwide. 

“It is an opportunity for us to think, build, 
and live differently, by facing the challenges 
in this age of rapid urbanisation and 
climate change.”  NLE, 2016

In Mokoko the group of architects, led by the 
community provided and immediate reaction to 
the problem in the form of their proposal. Once 
built they were able to provide real change, by 
capturing the interest of a global audience. The 
success of the project enabled the community 
to keep their centre, and demonstrate their 
enthusiasm for progressive change with community 
involvement.

This however is not the end of Mokoko’s journey 

with NLE. The building collapsed and so at the 

Biannale an improved, industrialised version of 

the building was exhibited. The building has been 

adapted, the design incorporates a more adaptable 

design, for more uses. It can be assembled in 10 

days by 4 builders, using prefabricated modules 

constructed from the same materials as the 

original.

Makoko is only an example of the potential 

available from knowledge sharing. In a different city, 

with a different community and a different set of 

WOMPPW�XLI�¾SEXMRK�WGLSSP�GSYPH�FI�WSQIXLMRK�ZIV]�
different. 

“It is just one of the many potential 

architectural, infrastructural and urban 

solutions for the collective development 

and inclusive urban regeneration of 

both Makoko and other waterfront 

communities around the world.”

NLE (2014)

2013
“Development is a part of our rights”

Anon (found in Rebel Architecture, Working on water, 2014)

                                       credit:  NLE (2014)
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Chicoco radio is a community led project by 
those displaced by the displaced communities 
of Port Harcourt, Nigeria. As in the previous 
WXYHMIW��XLSYWERHW�SJ�TISTPI�PMZI�MR�XLIWI�¾SEXMRK�
waterfront settlements and they are all under 
attack. The governors intend for complete 
demolition. 

This particular settlement Njemanze has been 
destroyed.  In 2009 thousands of people were 
displaced, many were injured and one person was 
shot when the government began the process 
of eviction. Communities were given orders to 
evacuate their properties immediately, however 
chose to protest peacefully. Those who did leave 
were shot at. 

After leaving their homes, no resettlement 
programme was provided. This community had 
been made homeless. The community campaigned 
and protested their rights, but the government 
relentless remove them. To reach out they built 
a media shed, and broadcast throughout the 
community sharing their rights. The shed was 
built by local people with local materials but they 
believe there cause deserves something more 
ambitious and visible. 

Chicoco Radio will be their empowerment, a 
microphone to the voice of the people that until 
now, have been invisible to the system. Chicoco 
Radio will allow individuals to reach out as part of 
something bigger than themselves and speak up. To 
be part of the change, as Lefebvre(1998) proposes 
that the individual holds the right to transform and 
be transformed by their city. Harvey (2000) states 
that this transformation stems from collective 
power. 

This is true of the Chicoco station, the individual 
became invisible in the space, in fact in their 
evacuation so did the whole community. The 
collective people power,  with their funding, 
training and spatial presence, the enthusiasm for 
the cause extends far greater than the studio.  
*VSQ�XLIMV�¾SEXMRK�TPEXJSVQ�VIWMHIRXW�[MPP�FI�EFPI�
to demand their rights, campaign for change and 
celebrate their culture.

“Many voices make a city. Some people 
are trying to tear the city down, but we 
are city builders and this is out rhythm, our 
right, our voice”.  
Polo (found on chicoco.fm, no date) 

As other practices have realised the key to their 
empowerment is through, universal suffrage, 
knowledge, infrastructure the waterfronts realise 
that they have been left without a voice. They no 
longer have the right to their city by simply being 
there, because the system has taken it from them. 
But the system cannot take their voice away, their 
voice is their right and so they must be louder. 

2013 - Present
“When we came onto the streets in protest, they shot at us. But 

nobody can stop us singing, and the struggle is in our song“
Prince Peter (found on chicoco.fm, no date)

“Out of the ghetto; over the water; across the city: 
I’m singing loud with Chicoco Radio.”  

Sira Dumedam (Police Baracks near Cemetery Waterside)

credit:  NLE (2014)
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The project is funded through crowd funding and 
XS�HEXI�LEW�VEMWIH�YRHIV�E�½JXL�SJ�XLI���������LEW�
been raised for the construction of Phase 2. 

The design of which you can see in the image to 
the left. 

The project is completely stimulated by the desires 
SJ�XLI�GSQQYRMX]��20)�[IVI�IRVSPPIH�XS�HIWMKR�
the studio with full contribution from the residents.

The residents believe that they are people of both 
XLI�[EXIV�ERH�XLI�PERH��ERH�WS�XLI]�VIUYIWX�XLEX�
their new building represents this. The Architects 
have emphasised this in the design for Chicoco 
6EHMS�8S[IV��8LI�FYMPHMRK�MW�½\IH�XS�XLI�KVSYRH��
yet responds to the tide bobbing gently. It provides 
ER�I\XIRWMSR�SJ�XLIMV�[EXIV�FEWIH�GSQQYRMX]�
projecting into and above the land. A transitional 
TSMRX��ERH�XLVIWLSPH�FIX[IIR�PERH�ERH�WIE��

3RGI�XLI�JYRHMRK�LEW�FIIR�VEMWIH��VIWMHIRXW�[MPP�
FYMPH�MX��XLI�HIWMKR�MRGSVTSVEXIW�QEXIVMEPW��WYGL�EW�
MRHMKIRSYW�XMQFIV��XLEX�GER�FI�WSYVGIH�F]�PSGEP�
people as well as their own traditional methods of 
construction.

8LMW�MW�ZMXEP�XS�XLI�WXEFMPMX]�SJ�XLI�TVSGIWW��
particularly in an environment where the individual 

right to their home has been forcefully denied, that 
the process is inclusive of them. Herzberger (1991) 
explains that the idea of owning space is essential 
in the provision of hospitable environments. 

“Offering opportunities for people to 
make their own markings, in such a way 
that it can be annexed and appropriated 
by us all as a place  that truly belongs to 
them” (Hertzberger, 1991)

When the space belongs to them, the combined 
community will work to ensure its success. The 
community will no longer feel isolated within a 
space that alienated them, because they built the 
space. 

Furthermore the community are opposing a 
system that alienated their decision to reside there. 
The system that authorised the destruction of 
their homes, and the development of a society 
XLEX�HSIW�RSX�VI¾IGX�XLI�MHISPSKMIW�SJ�XLI�TISTPI�
indigenous to the area. To oppose this, the 
community will be developing progressively in a 
QERRIV�XLEX�XLI]�FIPMIZI�VI¾IGXW�XLI�TISTPI�XLEX�
own the space.

“I was always quiet at school, and I had never heard of Human Rights. I 
never dreamed that I’d be making Radio and speaking up for my rights“

Ngozi Andrew (found on chicoco.fm, no date)

                                              credit:  NLE (2014)
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In each example within this booklet, the 
GSQQYRMX]�LEW�MHIRXM½IH�E�GLEPPIRKI��E�WSPYXMSR��
ERH�LEZI�TVI½KYVIH�E�VIWTSRWI�XS�WLS[GEWI�MX���-R�
each case they have endured a reality where this 
GLEPPIRKI�TVIWIRXIH�E�TVSFPIQ�JSV�XLIMV�HE]�XS�HE]�
PMZIW��ERH�HIWMVIH�E�JYXYVI�XLEX�SZIVGEQI�MX��

8LSYKL�XLI�MRXIVZIRXMSRW�VERKI�MR�WGEPI��ERH�
JYRHMRK��-�FIPMIZI�XLEX�XLI]�EPP�EGLMIZI�XLMW�KSEP�

4EVO�MRK�HE]�MW�ER�I\TVIWWMSR�SJ�XLI�GMX]´W�VMKLX�XS�
JVII�WTEGI��XLI]�MHIRXM½IH�E�PSSTLSPI�[MXLMR�XLI�
TSPMG]�XS�LIPT�XLIQ�EGLMIZI�XLMW�KSEP��LS[IZIV�-�
believe that the success in this project lies in the 
WGEPMRK��3RI�MRXIVZIRXMSR�SR�MXW�S[R�HSIW�RSX�
TVSZMHI�E�WSPYXMSR�XS�E�KPSFEP�GVMWMW��XLI�PEGO�SJ�
WTEGI��-X�MW�IEW]�JSV�XLI�MRHMZMHYEP�XS�FIGSQI�
MRZMWMFPI��LS[IZIV�XLI�GSPPIGXMZI�TS[IV�SJ�QYPXMTPI�
MRXIVZIRXMSRW�EPPS[W�XLI�TVI½KYVMXMZI�QEOIV�XS�FI�
LIEVH��

4EVO�MRK�HE]�LEZI�XEOIR�XLMW�JYVXLIV��8S�VITVSHYGI�
MHIRXMGEP�MRXIVZIRXMSRW�MR�GMX]W�XLEX�HS�RSX�VI¾IGX�
identical communities or problems would be 
VIHYRHERX��8LI�TVSNIGX�LEW�XLI�WGSTI�XS�FI�
QERMTYPEXIH�MR�MXW�HIWMKR�XS�WYMX�XLI�RIIHW�SJ�XLI�
TISTPI�[MXLMR�XLI�GSQQYRMX]�[LMPWX�WXMPP�VIXEMRMRK�
XLI�TLMPSWSTL]�SJ�XLI�4EVO�MRK�HE]�WSPYXMSR��8LMW�
QEOIW�XLI�TVSNIGX�XVYP]�STIR�WSYVGI��&]�MHIRXMJ]MRK�
E�TVSFPIQ�ERH�JVIIP]�TVSZMHMRK�E�WSPYXMSR�EGXMZIP]�

encourages the manipulation of their brief. 
The community learns about their rights, by 
experiencing the potential to change their own 
GMX]��-�FIPMIZI�XLMW�MW�TVI½KYVEXMZI��

Harvey (2000) explains the importance of this 
stage, he states that to make a place your own is 
to exercise your right to more than existing. The 
process of changing your city, and contributing to 
a more positive experience of living allows the 
resident to do more than this. 

The methodology of many of these projects allows 
the architect to engage, to teach and encourage, 
but the residents provide their own responses, and 
XLIVIJSVI�E�QSVI�EGGYVEXI�VI¾IGXMSR�SJ�XLI�JYXYVI�
that they would like to be a part of resulting in 
empowerment of the community. 

This ideology is the fundamental philosophy of 
Fossbox, they aim to provide the client with 
the skills that will enable them to be successful, 
Fossbox believes in the worth of these 
communities and realises that they are sometimes 
failing because their energies are less focussed on 
progression of technology and more on the social 
responsibilities and so the organisation bridges the 
gaps between the technology world and the social 
world. Allowing the organisations to use these 
processes and skills to progress further. 

The same concept applies to the water projects, 
both communities never understood the 
MQTSVXERGI�SV�XLI�WMKRM½GERGI�SJ�XLIMV�LYQER�
rights, because they were generally content with 
XLIMV�WMXYEXMSR��,S[IZIV�XLI�HMWVYTXMSR�SJ�XLIMV�
lives allowed them to realise that they should 
RS�PSRKIV�FI�MRZMWMFPI��8LI�VIEPMWEXMSR�SJ�XLIMV�
rights, and the desire to share this realisation with 
XLIMV�KVIEXIV�GSQQYRMX]�MW�XLI�HVMZMRK�JSVGI�SJ�
their projects. The integral philosophy is that the 
I\TIVMIRGI�SJ�HMWTPEGIQIRX�MW�MRHMZMHYEP�XS�IEGL�
person that has been displaced. The impact comes 
JVSQ�[LIR�IEGL�SJ�XLIWI�ZSMGIW�WTIEO��XSKIXLIV��
XLIVIJSVI�XLIMV�GSPPIGXMZI�GSQQYRMX]�IRKEKIQIRX�
MW�QSVI�MQTSVXERX�LIVI��%W�4SPS��RS�HEXI�SRI�SJ�
XLI�MRXIVZMI[II´W�I\TPEMRIH��±1ER]�:SMGIW�QEOI�
E�GMX]²��JSV�XLI�VIWX�SJ�XLI�[SVPH�XS�RSXMGI�XLIQ��
and notice their cause their loudest voice must 
VITVIWIRX�XLI�[LSPI�GMX]�ERH�RSX�XLSWI�[LS�QEOI�
the policy. This is what these projects aim to prove. 

8LI�YQFVIPPE�QSZIQIRX�XEOIW�XLMW�I\TIVMIRGI�
ERH�LEW�WGEPIH�MX�YT�IZIR�JYVXLIV��EPXLSYKL�MX�MW�E�
VIEGXMZI�TVSXIWX�JSV�HIQSGVEG]��XLI�SVKERMWEXMSR�
SJ�LYRHVIHW�SJ�XLSYWERHW�SJ�TISTPI�KEXLIVIH�
with one aim is testament to their cause. Since 
the movement represents an entire community 
SJ�TISTPI�JVSQ�IZIV]�[EPO�SJ�PMJI��XLI�YQFVIPPE�
WIVZIW�XLI�YRMJ]MRK�JIEXYVI�JSV�XLIWI�GSQQYRMXMIW��
Everyone has one. It allows the individual to 

appear bigger than they really are, the umbrella 
simply takes up more space, collectively they show 
impact and mass in the quantity. Just like the size 
of the challenge they are trying to face however 
the umbrella individually remains fragile, the people 
that are protesting are not hooligans, they are not 
committing a crimes for freedom, much like the 
feminist movements. They simply are requesting 
something they believe is rightfully, and deservingly 
theirs. 

Each of these qualities are extensions of the right 
to live. To truly live is more than to exist. I believe 
that the examples that provided in this booklet are 
testament to this. 
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Shaping the B
rief

   [T
he Idea]

T
he W

ai Y
in W

elcom
e centre in C

heetham
 H

ill 
has expressed an interest in beginning to provide 
em

ergency accom
m

odation for hom
eless people, 

the design of w
hich w

as the initial intention of 
this 

project. T
he 

accom
m

odation 
w

ill 
be 

built 
w

ithin a w
orkshop located at the W

elcom
e centre.

W
hen considering the practicality of the w

orkshop, 
w

e spoke to C
ollete from

 N
orth M

anchester W
ork 

C
lubs. She explained her concerns w

ith targeting 
the voluntary labour required tow

ard people w
ho 

rely on Job Seekers A
llow

ance. A
s the individuals 

need to dem
onstrate they are looking for w

ork 
and are available to w

ork in order to be eligible 
to claim

, it w
as felt that the potential volunteers 

w
ould not w

ant to risk losing this support by 
volunteering full tim

e in the w
orkshop. T

his m
eant 

that approxim
ately three full tim

e w
orkers w

ould 
have 

to 
be 

em
ployed 

by 
the 

centre 
to 

m
ake 

the w
orkshop functional. In order to m

atch the 
financial	provision	of	Job	Seekers	A

llow
ance	the	

w
orkshop w

ould have to generate £220/w
eek to 

pay the w
ages of the three full tim

e em
ployees. 

It is very unlikely that the w
orkshop w

ill be able 
to generate this level of capital on a w

eek-by-w
eek 

basis and therefore w
e realised the m

erits of this 
project lies in people w

ho are currently unable 
to 

claim
 

job 
seekers 

allow
ance. T

his 
provided 

the basis for the brief of the accom
m

odation 
and the political concepts w

e w
ere to challenge.

T
im

e
16 hours

M
oney

£73.10 + T
he W

ai Y
in W

elcom
e C

entre

EM
ER

G
EN

C
Y

 
A

C
C

O
M

M
O

D
AT

IO
N

W
O

R
K

SH
O

P

EM
PLO

Y
ED

 = £220/W
VO

LU
N

T
EER

 = £0/W
[

]

£

£

£

££

££

W
O

R
K

FO
R

C
E
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T
he C

urrent System

   [T
he A

ddress]

   [U
niversal D

eclaration of H
um

an R
ights - A

rticle 25]

T
he address in today’s society is not sim

ply used 
to identify w

here som
eone resides. T

he address 
opens up the possibility to the access of m

any 
services including bank accounts, the right to vote, 
public services and public support. To possess an 
address, and all that it is w

orth, currently you 
m

ust have a property. 

(1) E
veryone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 

health and w
ell-being of him

self and of his fam
ily, including food, 

clothing, housing and m
edical care and necessary social services, and 

the right to security in the event of unem
ploym

ent, sickness, disability, 
w

idow
hood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circum

stances 
beyond his control.  (U

N
, 1948)

A
ddress 

Please?

64 W
indsor 

O
val, M

5 4SS
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T
he P

roblem
 w

ith the System

   [com
m

odification of housing]
T

he direct association betw
een property and an 

address becom
es a problem

 w
hen aligned w

ith 
the	com

m
odification	of	housing.	A

fter	research	
w

e have concluded that the exchange value of 
property in today’s society far outw

eighs the 
value of use. H

istorically use value w
as m

ore 
im

portant as it focuses on our fundam
ental needs 

in term
s of shelter. H

ow
ever in the U

K
 over the 

last 40 years there has been a shift in the notion 
of value of property tow

ard exchange. D
ue to 

this, house and rent prices have risen dram
atically, 

and continue to do so, pushing m
ore people into 

poverty. T
his problem

 is m
irrored in every other 

urban corner of the w
orld and so presents us 

w
ith a global problem

. 

U
se vs.. E

xchange
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T
he Im

pact of the P
roblem

   [increased hom
elessness]

T
his	intensified	com

m
odification	and	crippling	

house and rent prices are resulting in m
assive 

deprivation of the population and an increase 
in hom

elessness as people can no longer afford 
to pay for their shelter. O

nce an individual is 
hom

eless, they no longer possess an address 
w

hich 
allow

s 
them

 
access 

to 
the 

support 
fram

ew
ork w

hich form
s part of their hum

an right. 
T
his	is	catch	22.	T

he	individual	finds	them
selves	

needing an address to be able to sign up for a 
bank	account,	apply	for	financial	support	from

	the	
state and apply for jobs. H

ow
ever they cannot 

have an address due to the current link betw
een 

the address and the ow
nership of a property 

w
hich they can’t afford. W

e have found that the 
longer an individual is hom

eless the less likely 
they are to be able to get back on the ladder.

“It’s a catch 22, m
ost of the guys on the street don’t have an address or 

m
oney and you can’t get a house unless you’ve got a job and you can’t 

get a job unless you’ve got a house.” 
[Source: C

ave.D
 (2016)]

T
here has been a 6 fold increase in hom

elessness in the U
K

 since 2010
[Source: M

ungos.org (2016)]

£

£

Typical route of society

C
apital

H
ouse

A
ddress

Job
Bank A

ccount

£

£Capital

H
ouse

A
ddress

Job
Bank A

ccount

Route of a homeless person
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Solution

   [providing the bridge]
W

e believe there is adequate support for the 
hom

eless provided by the state, how
ever they 

cannot access it because the infrastructure to 
connect them

 to it is m
issing. T

herefore our 
intervention 

prim
arily 

is 
targeted 

tow
ards 

providing 
the 

bridge 
that 

allow
s 

access 
to 

this 
support, 

so 
that 

the 
hom

eless 
have 

the 
opportunity to get back into the security net. By 
providing the address in the form

 of a postbox 
this rem

oves the need for the individual to ow
n a 

property to be able to access the support. O
nce 

the address is provided the cycle of the catch 22 
is broken.

U
se vs. E

xchange

M
y house provides security, 

safety, protection, com
fort, 

w
arm

th and stability for m
e 

and m
y fam

ily.
£
££M

y house w
ill increase 

in resale value and 
rental value for 
how

ever long I ow
n it. 

2016

Network of State Support

Bank A
ccount

Food + D
rink

A
dvice 

Services

H
ousing

Public 
Services

Bridge to Support

H
om

eless

H
ealth 

Services

C
lothing

Voting 
R

ights
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Solution - N
arrative

   [N
arrative]

  D
ecom

m
odifying the A

ddress
O

ur narrative is tw
o fold.  U

ltim
ately, w

e w
ant 

to disrupt the notion that address is associated 
w

ith land value and land ow
nership and associate 

it w
ith the individual. T

he address should be an 
entitlem

ent not a com
m

odity.
H

ow
ever, 

the 
narrative 

is 
also 

allow
ing 

our 
targeted 

audience 
of 

unprivileged, 
hom

eless 
people to return to civilisation and give them

 the 
capacity (the freedom

 to choose) to be included 
w
ithin	the	existing	financial	fabric.

O
ur 

Intervention 
w

ill 
convey 

theory 
of 

decom
m
odification	because	w

e	are	disassociating	
the concept of having an address w

ith land value 
and land ow

nership. 
W

e are saying that all people should be 
e
n
title

d
 

to
 
a
n
 
a
d
d
re

s
s. T

his m
eans that underprivileged 

individuals w
ho are the aim

 of our project have 
an accessible fram

ew
ork in order to receive 

other	specific	rights	that	they	are	already	entitled	
to	but	find	it	difficult	to	access.

G
et an A

ddress

R
ecieve B

enefit

G
et a B

ank A
ccount

A
pply to Jobs

G
et Paid

Pay into the System

B
enefit from

 the System

M
ove on to Perm

anent H
ousing

Included in the Financial Fabric

A
ddress associated w

ith person

Freedom
 of O

pportunity
A

ddress provided by property



| 9

D
ear R

esident,

C
O

N
G

R
AT

U
LAT

IO
N

S O
N

 YO
U

R
 FIR

ST
 LET

T
ER

!

W
e are so happy to have you! 

T
his letter is is a binding contract, once signing you w

ill becom
e 

a resident of our letterbox system
. In exchange for this, som

e 

hours of voluntary service w
ill be required, the hours of 

w
hich	can	be	outlined	by	yourself,	and	any	support	officers	of	

w
orkclubs. 

G
ood luck, Stay in touch,  

 R
egards,  

 R
ose, A

rron, Jenny and K
atie. 

Letterbox 32, C
atch 22

T
he W

elcom
e C

entre

C
heetham

 H
ill

CA
TCH

 22

Legislation

   [H
ow

 to claim
]

   [N
ationw

ide need]

   [N
ational Insurance N

um
ber]

“Before you start your claim
:

You w
ill be asked som

e questions for m
ore detail 

about answ
ers you w

ill have already given. T
here 

are som
e personal questions, but this is a ‘secure’ 

w
ebsite; your answ

ers can only be read by staff 
dealing w

ith your claim
. 

 W
e w

ill need to ask you som
e details about 

your circum
stances and so you m

ay need to have 
som

e personal docum
ents to hand. If you have 

a partner you w
ill require their docum

ents too. 
D

ocum
ents you m

ay need include: 

 
• 

w
age slips

 
• 

bank statem
ents

	
•	

details	of	any	benefits	and/or	tax		
	

 
 

credits you m
ay be in receipt of

 
• 

your N
ational Insurance num

ber
 

• 
your tenancy agreem

ent
 

• 
self em

ployed accounts

 N
ow

 press ‘N
ext’ below

 to start your claim
.”

Proof of Identity:  
- you m

ight already have ID
?

 
 

 
- you can apply for but w

ill delay the process of  
 

 
 

 your application for housing.

Proof of A
ddress: 

- Letter from
 a university or college. 

(W
ith

 a
 p

a
r
tn

e
rs

h
ip

 o
f U

o
M

 a
n
d
 C

a
tc

h
 2

2
, c

o
u
ld

 th
is
 b

e
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
?
)

 
 

 
- Tenancy agreem

ent from
 a housing association or  

 
 

 
a council. 

(C
a
tc

h
 2

2
 h

a
s
 p

o
te

n
tia

l to
 p

a
r
tn

e
r w

ith
 e

s
ta

b
lis

h
e
d
 h

o
u
s
in

g
 a

s
s
o
c
ia

tio
n
 s

u
c
h
 

a
s
 N

o
r
th

w
a
rd

s
 H

o
u
s
in

g
) 

 
 

 
- U

K
 c

o
u
n
c
il le

tte
r (m

u
s
t b

e
 le

s
s
 th

a
n
 1

2
 m

o
n
th

s
 o

ld
)

(rig
h
t to

 v
o
te

)

 
 

 
- you m

ight already have one?
 

 
 

 
 

 
- you can apply for but w

ill delay the process of  
 

 
 

 your application for housing.

W
ith a selection of the follow

ing
-passport or identity card

-residence perm
it

-birth	or	adoption	certificate

-m
arriage	or	civil	partnership	certificate

-driving licence

   [C
onclusion]

T
he 

sim
plest 

solution 
m

ight 
be 

to 
set 

up 
a 

contract for those to use w
ho they are issued 

w
ith a postbox. T

he form
at of this can be a 

resident perm
it issued by a com

pany w
ho has 

established a relationship w
ith the project. 

T
he best case scenario for this w

ould be a housing 
association w

ho acknow
ledges the project as 

beneficial	to	the	system
,	otherw

ise	an	agreem
ent	

can be established w
ithin the university. 

T
he contract can state the rent of this space (the 

letterbox) and the term
s of use for it. 

D
ear R

esident,

C
O

N
G

R
AT

U
LAT

IO
N

S O
N

 YO
U

R
 FIR

ST
 LET

T
ER

!

W
e are so happy to have you! 

T
his letter is is a binding contract, once signing you w

ill becom
e 

a resident of our letterbox system
. In exchange for this, som

e 

hours of voluntary service w
ill be required, the hours of 

w
hich	can	be	outlined	by	yourself,	and	any	support	officers	of	

w
orkclubs. 

G
ood luck, Stay in touch,  

 R
egards,  

 R
ose, A

rron, Jenny and K
atie. 

Letterbox 32, C
atch 22

T
he W

elcom
e C

entre

C
heetham

 H
ill

CA
TCH

 22

C
atch 22, w

ith a partnership from
 

N
orthw

ards or the U
niversity of 

M
anchester register as a housing 

association. 

A
fter the ‘resident’ is accepted, a 

letter is sent to them
 stating their 

term
s and conditions and requesting 

a signiture.

A
	confirm

ation	letter	congratulating	
them

 on their new
 residency! 
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T
he Living H

om
e Standard

42%
 of hom

es in B
ritain don’t m

eet the Living H
om

e Standard
(Source, Shelter 2016)

[affordability]
A

s m
ore people are unable to buy their 

ow
n property due to increased house 

prices, the am
ount of people renting 

increases. A
s local authorities have sold 

off their properties m
ore people are 

pushed into private renting. D
ue to the 

increase in dem
and private landlords 

can push rent prices high.

[decent condition]
[space]

[stability]
[neighbourhood]

D
ue to the large dem

and landlords can 
let standards slip in houses because, 
due to the high dem

and, there w
ill 

be som
eone else w

illing to take the 
property if the standards don’t m

eet 
your standards.

H
igh rental prices are causing 

overcrow
ding as people share to be 

able to afford accom
m

odation.

Stability is low
 in private rented 

accom
m

odation as landlords have the 
pow

er to not extend contracts w
hich 

are usually signed annually, resulting 
in people living in private rented 
accom

m
odation living in their houses 

for on average 6 years less than socially 
rented accom

m
odation.

T
he lack of stability in private rented 

accom
m

odation causes people to 
m

ove around m
ore w

hich results in a 
com

m
unity that is constantly changing, 

resulting in less com
m

unity spirit.

R
E

N
T

£

R
E

N
T

£££

R
E

N
T

££
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Intervention

   [the address]
T

he project begins w
ith the postbox, the political 

statem
ent 

depicting 
how

 
policy 

has 
reduced 

som
eone in their m

om
ent of crisis to nothing 

m
ore than an address. W

e have abstracted this to 
show

 that all is needed is a post box. 

   [the w
orkshop]

In the volunteers w
ork to up-cycle furniture w

hich 
is sold to generate capital for the project . T

hey also 
develop household item

s w
hich they can later take 

w
ith them

 to m
ake their house a hom

e. T
he skills 

they learn in the w
orkshop w

ill also contribute to 
their C

V
 and hopefully aid in getting them

 a job. 

   [the accom
m

odation]
T

he 
project 

also 
provides 

em
ergency 

accom
m

odation, T
hese are not perm

anent spaces 
but provide relief for any body in desperate need. 
T

here are 8 sleeping spaces available and it is 
estim

ated that there w
ill be a 3 m

onth cycle of 
users.
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T
he A

ddress

   [the postbox]
T

he address has been highlighted as the critical 
infrastructure an individual needs to exercise their 
right to services. Individuals w

ill be encouraged 
to sign-up for a postbox w

hich they can use 
as a registered address for the duration they 
require it, how

ever the estim
ated tim

e fram
e is 

approxim
ately 3 m

onths. T
he address w

ill allow
 

the individual the opportunity to apply for jobs, 
m
ake	benefit	applications,	attend	a	G

P	if	required,	
etc. and ultim

ately w
ill help the hom

eless, w
ho 

have fallen off the security net due to their lack of 
address, the opportunity to get back on it.

- Postbox as infrastructure to provision of address
- E

stim
ated 3 m

onth duration per user
- A

ddress is essential for job applications, support  
      

  applications, G
P

 services, voting card
- Political statem

ent of dissem
ination of the address

A
D

D
RESS N

EED
ED

 FO
R A

PPLI-
CA

TIO
N

S TO
 JO

BS.

H
A

VIN
G A

N
 A

D
D

RESS BREA
KS 

TH
E CYCLE O

F CA
TCH

 22.

PO
ST BO

X
ES PRO

VID
ED

 TO
 

BE U
SED

 A
S A

N
 A

D
D

RESS.

CA
TCH

 22
CO

N
STRU

CTIO
N
 M

A
N
U
A
L - TH

E PO
STBO

X
ES
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T
he A

ccom
m

odation

   [em
ergency beds]

T
he 

intervention 
offers 

hom
eless 

people 
the 

opportunity 
of 

som
ew

here 
to 

sleep. 
 

T
he 

em
ergency 

accom
m

odation 
runs 

alongside 
the 

provision 
of 

the 
address 

and 
is 

offered 
on 

a 
tem

porary 
basis. W

e 
estim

ate 
that 

the 
average length of stay w

ill be 3 m
onths as this 

is approxim
ately the tim

e taken for applications 
for social support to becom

e accepted/w
ork to 

be found. T
he hom

eless individuals w
ill live rent 

free, how
ever w

ill be expected to volunteer on-
site throughout the duration of their stay. T

he 
individuals w

ill have their ow
n bed pods, of w

hich 
8 are available, and w

ill share com
m

unal space.

- Tem
porary accom

m
odation for hom

eless if  
   

   
  required (8 spaces available)
- E

stim
ated 3 m

onth duration per user
- Volunteer in w

orkshop as paym
ent for service

- M
arcuse – decom

m
odification of housing

VO
LU

N
TEER IN

 W
O

RKSH
O

P 
U

SED
 A

S PA
YM

EN
T FO

R REN
T

EM
PH

A
SIS IN

CREA
SED

 O
N

 
TH

E U
SE VA

LU
E O

F SH
ELTER

SH
ELTER PRO

VID
ED

 FO
R 

RO
U

GH
 SLEEPERS.

CA
TCH

 22
CO

N
STRU

CTIO
N
 M

A
N
U
A
L - TH

E SLEEPIN
G PO

D
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W
O

RKSH
O

P PRO
VID

ES U
SERS 

W
ITH

 A
 GIFT

PRO
VID

ES FA
CILITY W

ITH
 

FU
TU

RE CA
PITA

L FO
R U

P-
CO

M
IN

G PRO
JECTS

IN
TERVEN

TIO
N

 IN
CLU

D
ES 

W
O

RKSH
O

P

   [gift + up-cycling]
T

he 
volunteers 

w
ill 

w
ork 

in 
the 

w
orkshop 

for the duration of their use of the facilities. In 
the w

orkshop furniture w
ill be up-cycled and 

the accom
m

odation and sleeping pods w
ill be 

constructed. A
s the project expands on to other 

sites, the m
odular panels w

ill continue to be built 
w

ithin the w
orkshop and then transported out. 

T
he 

volunteers 
w

ill 
also 

w
ork 

on 
producing 

everyday houshold item
s w

hich they w
ill take w

ith 
them

 once they leave the program
m

e. T
he gift w

ill 
potentially include curtains, bedding, furniture and 
other household item

s. 

- U
p-cycle furniture to generate capital w

hich is  
   

  pushed back into the program
m

e
- B

uild accom
m

odation
- G

ift produced by volunteers
- C

ontains curtains, furniture, household item
s, etc.

- D
ecom

m
odification

T
he W

orkshop - P
roduct

CA
TCH

 22
CO

N
STRU

CTIO
N
 M

A
N
U
A
L - TH

E U
P-CYCLED

 GIFT
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T
he W

orkshop - Skills

   [know
ledge]

- Learn skills to im
prove C

V
 + chance of getting w

ork
- D

evelop relationships w
ith other volunteers m

aking 
this a partially social practice
- D

issem
ination of know

ledge 

O
ne of the aim

s of the w
orkshop is to provide the 

volunteers w
ith skills w

hich w
ill strengthen their 

C
V. T

his w
ill then hopefully aid in getting them

 a 
job once they have left the program

m
e, allow

ing 
them

	to	rely	less	on	social	financial	support.	
T

his w
orkshop and learning faculty w

ithin the 
proposal enhances the com

m
unity environm

ent 
and m

orale w
hich w

ill increase productivity in a 
positive dynam

ic.

CO
M

BIN
ED

 W
ITH

 EVERD
A

Y 
LIFE SKILLS

BREA
KS TH

E CYCLE O
F CA

TCH
 

22 PRA
CTICA

L SKILLS LEA
RN

ED
 

IN
 W

O
RKSH

O
P

CA
TCH

 22
CO

N
STRU

CTIO
N
 M

A
N
U
A
L - LEA

RN
IN

G SKILLS
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T
im

e-scales

U
sing the C

atch 
22 Post Boxes

Soft Landing 1

G
et access to a 

space

C
onfirm

ation	of	
postbox

A
pply to job 
vacancies

Learn about 
facility early

Learn about 
facility late

A
pply for 

postbox

W
ork in the 

w
orkshop 

A
pply for job 
seekers

M
ove into 

A
ffordable housing

C
reate a gift for 

your new
 hom

e

A
pply for a bank 

account

3 M
onths

Soft Landing 1 

Soft Landing 1I

Soft Landing 1I

Becom
es 

H
om

eless
U

ses C
atch 22 

A
ccom

m
odation

Lives R
ough / 

Sofa Surf
M

oves on

   [T
im

e-line]
T

he tim
e-line depicts postboxes as a constant 

facility in com
parison w

ith a hom
eless person’s 

tim
e of events. Soft landings show

 that although 
developm

ents of progression is halted, usage of 
postboxes rem

ain.
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C
oncept

T
he hom

eless individual receives an address from
 

D
ay 1. W

ith this in place they can begin applying for 
financial	support	and	jobs.	T

hroughout	the	interim
	

period in the application process, the individual 
w

orks w
ithin the w

orkshop, building skills w
hich 

w
ill strengthen their C

V. O
nce the individual has the 

m
eans in place to m

ove on, they take w
ith them

 their 
gift w

hich w
ill help to establish them

 in their new
 

hom
e. T

he skills they have acquired w
ill hopefully 

im
prove	their	chances	of	finding	a	job	so	they	can	

begin to support them
selves. T

he address can rem
ain 

in place until the user has no need for it.
Individual learns 

skills; construction, 
English, cooking, etc.

Skills learned 
strengthen the C

V
 

of the volunteers

Individual can get a 
job to help support 
them

 in the future

H
om

eless individual

Stays w
ith friends, fam

ily 
or in a hom

eless shelter

Sleeps in on-site 
accom

m
odation

Volunteer w
orks 

in the w
orkshop

M
oving-on gift

U
p-cycling of 
furniture

C
onstruction of 

em
ergency housing

 

Volunteer m
oves 

into new
 property

Furniture is 
sold on to 

generate capital

Individual receives an address 
by m

eans of a postbox
W

ith an address a bank 
account can be opened

W
ith a bank account 

JSA
	&
	H
ousing	benefit	

can be applied for

It can take up to 3 
m

onths before the 
applications are accepted
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A
ddress

Property
Postbox

H
om

eless

C
atch 22

R
oute A

R
oute B

T
he P

refiguration of C
atch 22

   [the address is political]
By challenging policy, w

hich hom
ogenises the 

address and property into one entity, and 
suggesting an alternative route, the intervention 
disrupts the traditional order as it seeks to solve 
a spatial problem

 using architecture as a political 
agenda. T

he dissem
ination of the address 

fractures the link betw
een property and address 

and	proposed	a	critique	of	the	com
m
odification	

of housing in the U
K

. T
he intervention 

proposes	that	due	to	the	gentrification	and	
com

m
odification	of	housing,	society	has	lost	

its basic right to housing w
hich has resulted in 

peaks in hom
elessness. T

he intervention seeks 
to support the individuals that have fallen off 
the security net w

ith new
 infrastructure w

hich 
em

phasises everyone’s entitlem
ent to basic 

rights independent of their social standing. 

T
he project also looks to decom

m
odify the 

construction process through the use of free 
recycled m

aterials, the collaboration w
ith 

local businesses and the hom
eless volunteer 

w
orkforce. T

he dissem
ination of know

ledge 
w

ithin the w
orkshop allow

s the volunteers 
the opportunity to help them

selves rather 
than	w

aiting	and	relying	on	official	help.	T
his	

passing dow
n of know

ledge reduces the pow
er 

the ‘elite’ have on society and by doing so 
the individuals begin to claim

 back their right 
to the city. T

he provision of the gift is also a 
decom

m
odified	act	as	individuals	have	the	

opportunity to im
prove their standard of living 

by trading their tim
e and service as opposed to 

capital. 
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P
rofiles

   [M
ichael]

Living in council house  (10 years)

C
ouch-surfs 

w
ith 

Brother 
 

(2 
years)

C
ouch-surfs w

ith Friends/Fam
ily 

w
hilst occasionally sleeping rough  

(2.5 years)

Squats  (few
 m

onths)

Sleeps in a tent

M
oves	

betw
een	

couch	
surfing	

and rough sleeping (1 year) 

Living in m
um

 and step-dad  (age 
15)

W
om

en’s refuge (1 m
onths)

C
ouncil Tenancy  (few

 m
onths)

C
ouch	

Surfing	
and	

caravan	
in	

garden (1 year)

Private	rented	flat	w
ith	partner	

(6 years)

W
om

en’s refuge (1 m
onth) 

C
ouch	

Surfing	
/	
squatting	

(5	
m

onths)

Tent / R
ough Sleeping (few

 w
eeks)

Both parents pass aw
ay (A

ge 14)

Foster care (1 year)

C
ouch-surfs - goes to LA

 but 
they can’t help as he is in the care 
of the social services

R
ough Sleeping

B&
B 

c/o 
 

social 
services 

( 
6 

w
eeks)

Sleeping in tent (18 m
onths)

M
eets hostel-w

orker in H
ospital 

w
aiting area  keeping w

arm
.

H
ostel (2 years)

Sofa surfs / rough sleeping

Separates 
from

 
partner 

and 
becom

es hom
eless

C
ouch-surfing	w

ith	friends	w
ho	

are drug users (loses job)

H
ostel  (claim

s JSA
, gets job back, 

applies for transitional housing)

T
he profiles below

 are based on a 
report investigating the experiences 
of single hom

elessness in E
ngland. 

(R
eeve, 2011)

   [E
m

m
a]

   [N
ancy]

   [Jason]
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Q
uick R

e-hom
ing

   [M
ichael]

Q
uick re-hom

ing! 

N
ow

 claim
s JSA

, w
orks, and has 

hom
e

4.6 years
1.5 years 

6 years rented

7 m
onths

4.5 years

   [E
m

m
a]

   [N
ancy]

   [Jason]

In all four cases, the interview
ees have spent a period 

of tim
e w

here they have not had an address and 
continually searched for stable accom

m
odation.

In M
ichael’s case, he found support from

 the hostel 
w

here he stayed. T
his support enabled M

ichael to gain 
em

ploym
ent,	access	his	right	to	financial	benefits	from

	
the governm

ent and begin his application to be re-
hom

ed.  
 W

e believe that this w
as achieved due to the short 

tim
e that M

ichael rem
ained on the street, as w

ell as 
the support and stability accessed through the hostel 
w

here he w
as staying.  

 In the cases of Em
m

a, N
ancy, and Jason, their 

m
aintained invisibility is their barrier to accessing the 

system
. 
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P
roviding Infrastructure

W
ai Y

in W
elcom

e C
entre, 

Initial site for W
orkshop, 

Postboxes and tem
porary 

accom
m

odation

   [support netw
ork]

T
his m

ap outlines som
e exam

ples of w
here the 

com
m

unity m
ay com

e together to gain support 
from

 
advisors 

and 
like 

m
inded 

people. 
T

he 
buildings highlighted in red are buildings that 
represent certain social groups, such as places of 
w

orship, job centres, w
elcom

e centres and advice 
centres. H

ow
ever it is clear that w

ithin the area 
that	has	been	defined,	the	m

ajority	of	the	social	
net lies in places of w

orship. 

In initial investigations there appears to be 5 
learning centres in the im

m
ediate area, and 6 

Librarys. 

T
he Living H

om
e Standard states that an essential attribute of N

eighbourhood 
is to feel reasonably safe and secure in the local neighbourhood.
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Finance

   [recycled m
aterials]

A
 large proportion of the m

aterials required for 
the intervention w

ill be recycled m
aterials, w

hich 
have been donated/collected from

 collaborators, 
businesses 

and 
individuals, 

for 
free 

therefore 
construction costs w

ill be negligible.

   [up-cycle]
W

ithin the w
orkshop the volunteers w

ill up-cycle 
furniture w

hich they w
ill be able to sell. T

he capital 
generated from

 the sales of the products w
ill be 

pum
ped back into C

atch 22 to buy m
aterials, tools, 

etc. w
hich cannot be obtained for free.

   [volunteers]
T

he 
individuals 

using 
the 

services 
C

atch 
22 

provide w
ill w

ork in the w
orkshop on a voluntary 

basis as paym
ent. T

his m
ethod of service exchange 

decom
m
odifies	the	intervention.

T
he project w

orks on a not-for-profit basis and acts to decom
m

odify 
housing and services.

  [business]
 Em

erge Ltd.

[project] 
C

atch 22

[business] 
Free C

ycle

[project] 
C

atch 22

£
£
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U
ser R

equirem
ents

Postbox

Skills 
exchange

W
orkshop

Identity

Shelter aw
ay 

from
 the 

elem
tents

Support

Private Space

Safe 
Sleeping 

A
rea

Private

Storage facility

W
ash facility

C
ongregat

Fundam
ental R

equirem
ents

Secondary R
equirem

ents

Safe

Secure
A

im
 / 

O
ptim

ism

G
ift

Start up

Individuality

C
reativity

A
spiration

C
onnect

From
 our research w

e have established fundam
ental and 

secondary	requirem
ents	w

hich	defined	the	fram
ew
ork	in	

the design process.
T

he requirem
ents could be split into tw

o  stages of the 
program

 and so shaped the layout of the intervention 
clearly.
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C
onstruction M

anual

M
aterial M

ap

E
m

erge

M
aterial Library

 
Paper Bricks

 
T

im
ber Boarding

 
C

ans/T
ins 

 
Pallets

 
C

om
posite Panel

 
R

ubble
 

R
aw

 M
aterials

C
onstruction G

uide
 

W
all section

 
Bed Pod

 
R

oof
 

Flexible D
esign

25262735
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M
aterial M

ap

W
elcom

e C
entre

Em
erge

R
ubble 

Pallet
Paper
T

ires
Plastic Bottles / C

ans

M
aterial Source Locations

    M
aterial C

ollaborator
E

m
erge

SD
 W

aste Paper C
entre

M
anchester P

lastic

E
M

R
 M

anchester

H
ow

arth M
etals Ltd

Fast Forw
ard R

ecycling Ltd

V
iridor W

aste G
reater M

anchester

G
o G

reen Vehicle R
ecycling

Sternberg B
 &

 Sons (Textiles) Ltd

V
isage Textiles Ltd.
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E
m

erge, M
anchester

R
eceiving various m

aterials from
 one m

ain partner w
ill reduce 

logistical	and	organisational	cost,	it	also	sim
plifies	pricing		and	

provides	us	w
ith	a	guaranteed	m

aterial	flow
	all	year	around.

W
hy E

m
erge?

W
ith Em

erge w
e found a collaborator w

ho can not only pro-
vide us w

ith an m
ultitude of various m

aterials but they also run 
their recycling business w

ith a strong ethical ethos tow
ards the 

environm
ent and people.

T
he ‘3R

s’ (R
educe, R

euse and R
ecycle) of sustainable resource 

and w
aste m

anagem
ent are at the heart of everything they do 

w
hich w

e strongly agree w
ith.

W
hat are w

e getting from
 E

m
erge

By gaining a close relationship w
ith Em

erge w
e guarantee a 

consistent	m
aterial	flow

	for	our	w
orkshop	and	by	engaging	

volunteers w
ith em

erge they w
ill gain skills and so develop 

better w
ork opportunities.

Plastic bottles
R

eclaim
ed W

ood
G

lass bottles
Paper clipping

I bag = 1-2 kg of m
aterial m

inim
um

 per w
eek

Volunteer

Im
proves em

ployability through hands-on 
learning. G

ains practical skills.

Em
erge provides us w

ith m
aterials 

to build intervention / gift

T
he volunteers 

support the 
collection, the 
preparation 
and the sorting 
of m

aterials 
provided.

C
om

m
unity C

entre

R
elationship w

ith E
m

erge
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Paper bricks

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductivity

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: :2kg

D
im

ensions: 300 x 140 x 70
A

pprox Load C
apacity: unknow

n

A
m

ount A
vailable:

>4kg

A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

4000

Tem
poral Sequence:

W
eekly

Precedent (to be added)
D

esigners:  
C

oncept: 
D

urability: 

M
atus,M

. (2012) D
ratz&

D
ratz Unveil O

ffi
ce M

ade From
 Recycled Paper in Essen, G

erm
any. Available at: http://inhabitat.com

/
dratzdratz-unveil-workspace-m

ade-from
-recycled-paper-in-essen-germ

any/ (Accessed: 29.11.2016)

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress: 

Em
erge

W
hitw

orth Street East, M
anchester 

M
11 2W

J 

Tel. N
o:

0161 2238200

C
ontact:

G
areth Jones

M
aterial A

pplication:
 

Structure
 

Foundation
 

Flooring
 

Insulation
 

C
ladding - R

oof
 

C
ladding - W

all
 

Post Box

P
recedent

Paper H
ouse by Ben and D

aniel D
ratz
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M
urram

um
m

a (2011) Reduce, Reuse, Recycle - Paper-bricks. Available at: http://m
urram

um
m

a.blogspot.
co.uk/2011/11/reduce-reuse-recycle-paper-bricks.htm

l (Accessed: 29.11916)

P
rocess of M

aterial M
anipulation

Shoptick (2016) Paper Log M
aker. Available at: https://shoptick.co.uk/

paper-log-m
aker (Accessed: 29.11916)

M
aterials R

equired:
Paper
C

oncrete
W

ater

Skill Level R
equired

 
H

igh
 

M
edium

 
Low

T
im

e Taken to P
roduce 

3 days

Paper bricks

M
aterial M

anipulation
Tools R

equired
Paper Bricket M

aker
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M
aterial A

pplication:
 

Structure
 

Foundation
 

Flooring
 

Insulation
 

C
ladding - R

oof
 

C
ladding - W

all
 

Post Box

T
im

ber B
oarding

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress: 

Em
erge

W
hitw

orth Street East, M
anchester 

M
11 2W

J 

Tel. N
o:

0161 2238200

C
ontact:

G
areth Jones

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductivity

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: m

iscellaneous
D

im
ensions: m

iscellaneous
A

pprox 
Load 

C
apacity: 

m
iscellaneous

A
m

ount A
vailable:

>15m
³

A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

120m
²

Tem
poral Sequence:

T
bc

adm
in (2015) Pallet D

eck. Available at: http://www.101palletideas.com
/pal-

let-deck-construction/ (Accessed: 19.11.2016)

M
aterial M

anipulation

M
aterials R

equired:
W

ood
N

ails
Varnish

Tools R
equired

H
am

m
er

Saw
Sandpaper

Skill Level R
equired

 
H

igh
 

M
edium

 
Low

E
stim

ated D
uration of P

roduction
2 days
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C
ans / T

ins

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties:

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther:

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductive

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: 16g

D
im

ensions: 55 x 120 m
m

A
pprox Load C

apacity: <500kg

A
m

ount A
vailable per unit:

T
bc

A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

2500

Tem
poral Sequence:

W
eekly

M
aterial A

pplication:
 

Structure
 

Foundation
 

Flooring
 

Insulation
 

C
ladding - R

oof
 

C
ladding - W

all
 

Post Box

EcoArtware (2004) A Can-D
o H

ouse: A N
ew Twist to Alum

inium
 Siding . Available 

at: http://www.eco-artware.com
/newsletter/newsletter_05_04.php (Accessed 

29.11.2016)

M
aterial M

anipulation

M
aterials R

equired:
C

ans
N

ails
W

ater

Tools R
equired

H
am

m
er

D
rill

C
an press

Skill Level R
equired

 
H

igh
 

M
edium

 
Low

E
stim

ated D
uration of P

roduction
2 days

P
recedent

T
he C

an H
ouse, Sliverspring by R

ichard V
an O

s K
euls

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress: 

Em
erge

W
hitw

orth Street East, M
anchester 

M
11 2W

J 

Tel. N
o:

0161 2238200

C
ontact:

G
areth Jones
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Pallets

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties:

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther:

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductive

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: 18kg

D
im

ensions: 1000 x 1000 x 120 m
m

A
pprox Load C

apacity: <500kg

A
m

ount A
vailable per unit:

20A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

350

Tem
poral Sequence:

W
eekly

M
aterial A

pplication:
 

Structure
 

Foundation
 

Flooring
 

Insulation
 

C
ladding - R

oof
 

C
ladding - W

all
 

Post Box

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress:

W
elcom

e C
entre, 

C
heetham

 H
ill, M

anchester
M

8 0 T
W

Tel. N
o:

0161 792 9760
C

ontact:
M

ark

Ibeam
 (2015)Th

e Pallet H
ouse. Available at: http://www.i-beam

design.com
/the-pallet-

house-newyork/ (Accessed: 29.11.16)

P
recedent

Pallet H
ouse by A

zin Valy and Suzan W
ines

M
aterial M

anipulation

M
aterials R

equired:
W

ood
N

ails
Varnish

Tools R
equired

H
am

m
er

Saw
Sandpaper

Skill Level R
equired

 
H

igh
 

M
edium

 
Low

E
stim

ated D
uration of P

roduction
1 days
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C
om

posite Panels

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties:

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther:

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductive

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: 16g

D
im

ensions: 55 x 120 m
m

A
pprox Load C

apacity: <500kg

A
m

ount A
vailable per unit:

T
bc

A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

2500

Tem
poral Sequence:

O
nce

M
aterial A

pplication:
 

Structure
 

Foundation
 

Flooring
 

Insulation
 

C
ladding - R

oof
 

C
ladding - W

all
 

Post Box

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress:

Koko Fashion
D

erby Street, M
8 8H

W

Em
ail:

lungsonltd@
hotm

ail.com
C

ontact:
M

r Lo

M
aterial M

anipulation

M
aterials R

equired:
W

ood
N

ails
Varnish

Tools R
equired

H
am

m
er

Saw
Sandpaper

Skill Level R
equired

 
H

igh
 

M
edium

 
Low

E
stim

ated D
uration of P

roduction
2 days

Photo by Ross N
eal (2016)

E
xam

ple
A
vailable	com

posite	panels	on	a	local	site	about	to	be	took	to	landfill.
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R
ubble

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductivity

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: unknow

n
D

im
ensions: unknow

n
A

pprox Load C
apacity: unknow

n

A
m

ount A
vailable:

20 tonnes

A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

60m
²

Tem
poral Sequence:

once

ArchD
aily (2013) M

etropolitan Park South Access / Polidura Talhouk Arquitectos . Available at: http://www.archdaily.
com

/440276/m
etropolitan-park-south-access-polidura-talhouk-arquitectos/5126e708b3fc4b11a7000450-m

etropoli-
tan-park-south-access-polidura-talhouk-arquitectos-im

age (Accessed: 29/11/2016)

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress:

Jersey Street, M
anchester

M
4 6JA

Em
ail: 

m
evans@

ericwright.co.uk
C

ontact: 
Eric W

right

M
aterial A

pplication:
 

Structure
 

Foundation
 

Flooring
 

Insulation
 

C
ladding - R

oof
 

C
ladding - W

all
 

Post Box

M
aterial M

anipulation

M
aterials R

equired:
W

ood
N

ails
Varnish

Tools R
equired

H
am

m
er

Saw
Sandpaper

Skill Level R
equired

 
H

igh
 

M
edium

 
Low

E
stim

ated D
uration of P

roduction
2 days

P
recedent

M
etropolitan Park South A

ccess by Polidura Talhouk A
rquitectos
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R
aw

 M
aterials

4000 Paper Bricks
28m

3 G
abion Slab

350 T
im

ber Pallets

2500 C
rushed C

ans

120m
² T

im
ber Boards
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C
onstruction diagram

 - Letterbox w
all

T
his im

age show
s an exam

ple of the sim
ple w

ay in w
hich the construction 

of the letterbox w
all can be illustrated. T

he m
ajority of the w

all com
prises 

of pallets, paper brick insulation, crushed can shingles the m
ake up of 

w
hich can be illustrated on further diagram

s to com
plete the construction 

m
anual. 

CO
N

STRU
CTIO

N
 M

A
N

U
A

L - W
A

LL BU
ILD

 U
P

TH
E W

A
LL CO

M
PRISES 

O
F PA

LLETS:

SIN
GLE 

PA
LLET 

TW
O

 
PA

LLETS 
FRO

N
T & 

BA
CK

1 U
N

IT:
LETTER 
BO

X
ES 

FIX
ED

 
W

ITH
IN

 
TH

E H
O

LE

2 U
N

ITS: 
CO

M
PLETE 

W
ITH

 8 
LETTER 
BO

X
ES

3 U
N

ITS:
O

N
E TO

O
 

H
IGH

 TO
 

REA
CH

24 U
N

ITS:
8 

CO
LU

M
N

S 
LO

N
G 

W
ITH

64 LETTER 
BO

X
ES

W
all B

uild U
p
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W
all Section

G
round Floor - W

all B
uild U

p

T
his im

age further explains the relationship betw
een the exterior and 

Interior space as w
ell as graphically illustrating the build up of the w

all. 

T
he structure of the w

all com
prises of an exterior and interior pallet, 

w
hich	are	filled	w

ith	paper	bricks,	T
hese	bricks	provide	rigidity,	insulation	

and protection from
 w

ater. Puncturing this w
all construction are postboxes 

w
hich can be built using tim

ber, or potentially the sam
e paper/concrete 

product that is used to m
ake the bricks. 

A
 D

O
U

BLE LA
YER O

F PA
LLETS

PA
PER BRICKS KEEP TH

E 
BU

ILD
IN

G W
A

RM
 A

N
D

 D
RY

GA
BIO

N
S KEEP TH

E D
A

M
P 

FRO
M

 CO
M

IN
G TH

RO
U

GH
 

TH
E FLO

O
R

PO
ST BO

X
ES FIT BETW

EEN
 

TH
E GA

PS

IN
SID

E SPA
CE

O
U

TSID
E SPA

CE
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First Floor - Sleeping Pod

T
he Pod com

prises of  a stand alone structure, its key quality being that 
it	can	be	m

odified	if	different	m
aterials	becom

e	available.	T
he	design	

provides privacy, and the m
inim

um
 am

ount for com
fort, a locker for the 

guests things how
ever the space is not intended for perm

anent stay. So 
consequently provides only the em

ergency relief for the user,

TH
E PO

D
 CO

M
PRISES O

F 
TH

REE ELEM
EN

TS:

TH
E STRU

CTU
RE, M

A
D

E BY 
U

TILISIN
G PA

LLETS A
S 

TH
E ILLU

STRA
TIO

N
,

RECO
M

M
ED

ED
 11 PER PO

D
.

CLA
D

 IN
 M

A
TERIA

LS 
FO

U
N

D
 LO

CA
L TO

 SITE, 

M
D

F, PLYW
O

O
D

, O
SB ETC. 

M
A

TRESS W
H

ICH
 CA

N
 BE 

M
A

D
E FRO

M
 RECYCLED

 
FO

A
M

 O
R PU

RCH
A

SED
 IF 

N
ECESSA

RY. CU
STO

M
IS-

A
BLE W

ITH
 LO

CKERS A
N

D
 

SH
ELVES A

N
D

  

CO
N

STRU
CTIO

N
 M

A
N

U
A

L - TH
E SLEEPIN

G PO
D

B
ed Pod
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C
atch 22

D
esign

T
he	building	incorporates	a	flexible	space	on	the	ground	floor	w

hich	
can be used as a w

orkshop during the day tim
e, but becom

es com
m

unal 
living	area	for	the	accom

m
odation	above	on	an	evening.	T

he	ground	floor	
contains the postboxes w

hich are accessed externally. 

T
he	first	floor	accom

m
odation	includes	8	em

ergency	sleeping	pods	w
hich	

are accessed via the external staircase. T
he beds sit w

ithin a com
m

unal 
dorm

 how
ever privacy and security if offered through the enclosed pods in 

w
hich there are selves and storage areas for personal item

s and valuables.

T
he follow

ing  pages w
ill detail the m

ake-up and construction of the unit. 

CA
TCH

 22
CO

N
STRU

CTIO
N
 M

A
N
U
A
L - 8 BED

 SH
ELTER U

N
IT
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U
ser M

anual

U
ser G

uide

G
ift P

roduction

M
aterial Sources

Fabric

Furniture U
pcycle

E
xam

ple O
utput

P
roject E

xpansion
 

G
eography

 
A

rchipellago
 

Postbox Expansion
 

W
hole M

odel Expansion

40424344454649
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U
ser M

anual

STEP 1
REGISTER FO

R A
LLO

CA
-

TIO
N
 O

F LETTERBO
X
 A

N
D

A
W

A
IT KEY

CA
TCH

 22

STEP 3
A
W

A
IT YO

U
R FIRST

LETTER!

STEP 2
REGISTER FO

R A
 BA

N
K 

A
CCO

U
N
T , GP, H

O
U
S-

IN
G A

LLO
W

A
N
CE, JO

B 
SEEKERS A

LLO
W

A
N
CE 

& TO
 VO

TE

Postbox
W

orkshop 
A

ccom
m

odation

STEP 1
REGISTER FO

R A
LLO

CA
-

TIO
N
 O

F LETTERBO
X
 A

N
D

A
W

A
IT KEY

CA
TCH

 22

STEP 3
A
W

A
IT YO

U
R FIRST

LETTER!

STEP 2
REGISTER FO

R A
 BA

N
K 

A
CCO

U
N
T , GP, H

O
U
S-

IN
G A

LLO
W

A
N
CE, JO

B 
SEEKERS A

LLO
W

A
N
CE 

& TO
 VO

TE

STEP 1
REGISTER FO

R A
LLO

CA
-

TIO
N
 O

F LETTERBO
X
 A

N
D

A
W

A
IT KEY

CA
TCH

 22

STEP 3
A
W

A
IT YO

U
R FIRST

LETTER!

STEP 2
REGISTER FO

R A
 BA

N
K 

A
CCO

U
N
T , GP, H

O
U
S-

IN
G A

LLO
W

A
N
CE, JO

B 
SEEKERS A

LLO
W

A
N
CE 

& TO
 VO

TE

Flyer for letterbox recipients
G

ain Skills for Future Job O
pportunities 

Tem
porary Shelter for R

ough Sleepers

T
his	flyer	show

s	an	exam
ple	of	the	sim

plicity	of	the	system
	w
ithin	our	

intervention. T
he recipient w

ill have com
plete privacy in the inform

ation 
that they receive and w

ill have com
plete access to their letterbox at all 

tim
es. 

From
 this process the recipient should be able to gain access to a bank 

account, H
ousing A

llow
ance, Job Seekers A

llow
ance, the N

ational H
ealth 

System
, the Vote plus m

any m
ore. 

T
his	flyer	show

s	that	our	intervention	w
ill	contain	a	w

orkshop	w
here	the	

users of the facility w
ill up cycle furniture as part of a ‘G

ift’ and also to 
im

prove the standards of the shelter.

From
 these new

 skills learned in this w
orkspace, the idea is that the individuals 

w
ill depart from

 this facility w
ith a set of tools that w

ill provide them
 w

ith 
future job opportunities.

T
his	flyer	depicts	the	intervention	as	an	em

ergency	shelter	for	rough	sleepers	
in desperate need. T

he encouragem
ent that the shelter is tem

porary is to 
benefit	the	developm

ent	of	the	individual.

T
he	first	floor	of	the	unit	w

ill	contain	personalised	pods,	created	w
ith	the	

use of the w
orkshop.

STEP 3
A
W

A
IT YO

U
R FIRST 

LETTER!

STEP 3
U
SE SKILLS TO

 A
PPLY 

FO
R JO

BS

STEP 3
EN

JO
Y A

 SA
FE CO

M
-

FO
RTA

BLE N
IGH

T IN
-

D
O
O
RS!

STEP 1
REGISTER FO

R A
LLO

-
CA

TIO
N
 O

F LETTERBO
X
 

A
N
D
 A

W
A
IT KEY

STEP 1
W

O
RK IN

 TH
E U

N
ITS 

W
O
RKSH

O
P FA

CILI-
TIES

STEP 1
A
CCESS TH

E EM
ER-

GEN
CY SH

ELTER

STEP 2
REGISTER FO

R A
 BA

N
K 

A
CCO

U
N
T, GP, STA

TE 
BEN

EFIT, JO
B SEEK-

ERS A
LLO

W
A
N
CE A

N
D
 

TO
 VO

TE

STEP 2
LEA

RN
 H

O
W

 TO
 U

P-
CYCLE FU

RN
ITU

RE A
S 

PA
RT O

F TH
E GIFT 

A
N
D
 TO

 PERSO
N
A
LISE 

TH
E SLEEPIN

G PO
D
S 

STEP 2
CH

O
O
SE A

 SPA
CE FO

R 
A
 PERSO

N
A
LISED

 
SLEEPIN

G PO
D
 O

N
 TH

E 
FIRST FLO

O
R O

F TH
E 

BU
ILD

IN
G
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K
now

 your rights!

W
H

A
T?????

I CA
N

’T GET A
 H

O
U

SIN
G 

W
ITH

O
U

T A
N

 A
D

D
RESS?

W
H

A
T A

M
 I A

LLO
W

ED
 IF 

IM
 O

N
 TH

E STREETS?

Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 
 w

ell-being of him
self and of his fam

ily, including food, clothing, housing and m
edicalcare

  and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unem
ploym

ent, sickness,        
   disability, w

idow
hood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circum

stances beyond
          his control.                 U

niversal D
eclaration of H

um
an R

ights - A
rticle 25

KN
O
W

 YO
U
R RIGH

TS!
   [Your rights]

A
s w

e have addressed through this proposal, the 
intervention is m

erely a bridge connecting, the 
vulnerable to the care that is needed. T

he irony 
is that the governm

ent and councils offer a lot of 
support to the residents of this country, yet there 
are still people w

ho can’t access it. 

T
he poster to the right, is addressing the issue 

that som
e people m

ight still assum
e that if they’re 

hom
eless they are no longer entitled to this 

support. T
his w

ill no longer be the case after the 
construction of C

atch 22. K
now

 your rights!

CA
TCH

 22
W

H
A
T A

RE YO
U
 EN

TITLED
 TO

?
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T
he ‘G

ift’ P
roduction

    [a gift to engage]
T

he ‘gift’ w
hich is received by the postbox 

ow
ner ones an application had been  successful, 

com
prises a set of furniture and furnishings 

produces by the holder and the com
m

unity in 
the w

orkshop.

By signing onto the program
 the individual 

has the opportunity to get involved w
ith the 

com
m

unity 
and 

apply 
them

selves 
to 

new
 

skills. It is an opportunity to creatively shape 
an 

individual 
space 

by 
m

aking 
an 

array 
of 

furnishings 
w

hich 
have 

been 
established 

as 
essential to providing a better standard of living 
in the residents new

 hom
e.

T
he production of the ‘gift’ how

ever allow
s for 

the w
hole com

m
unity (old or young, w

om
an or 

m
an) to be involved. A

nd share know
ledge  to 

strengthens the support netw
ork.

H
om

eless receives post box

Skills of the com
m

unity

Sharing know
ledge

C
om

m
unity engaged

Production of  ‘gift’

H
ousing	benefit	w

ent	through

Postbox holder receives ‘gift’

M
ake use of the tim

e w
hile 

w
aiting for a hom

e
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M
aterial sources for w

orkshop

T
he G

ift

U
p-cycle furniture

W
orkshop

M
ake	furniture	or	fittings

R
ecycled M

aterial

Freecycle Furniture 

AB

M
aterial Sources
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By establishing relationships w
ith fabric factories w

e can start 
the production of the soft hand crafted ‘gift’ products. A

llow
ing 

knitting, sew
ing, w

eaving and sticking to be a m
ajor m

ethod for 
the w

orkshop and engage a w
ider range of the com

m
unity into 

the program
m

e.

M
aterial

Tools / M
ethod

P
roduct

C
arpet

1 per w
eek

Sofa cover
2 per w

eek
C

ushion
3 per w

eek

D
uvet C

over
5 per w

eek
C

lothing
5-10 per w

eek

Sternberg B &
 Sons (Textiles) Ltd

N
o review

s · M
anufacturer

Benstern H
ouse, Elizabeth St

0161 834 6338
             fabric
 

yarn, w
ool

M
.I.A

 Fashions
4 review

s · C
lothes and Fabric W

holesaler
41 Broughton St
0161 819 2323
       fabric, leather

A
bakhan Fabrics

111-115 O
ldham

 St
0161 839 3229
O

pen until 17:15
                  fabric
       buttons, yarn, w

ool

V
isage Textiles Ltd.

N
o review

s · Textile M
erchant

9-11 C
hatley St

0161 832 2213
       fabric

Fabric
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Furniture w
ill be sourced from

 freecycle.org, w
hich is a grassroots 

and	entirely	non-profit	organisation	of	people	w
ho	are	giving	

(and getting) stuff for free from
 their local area in order to keep 

useful	stuff	out	of	landfill.

1. 
W

eekly check for furniture
2.

C
ontact donator arrange pick up

3.
Logistic arrangem

ent to pick up furniture

U
p-cycle in the W

ork-
shop

Furniture U
p-cycle
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U
p-cycling - Tyres

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress: 

U
K

 N
o 1 Tyres

111 C
heetham

 H
ill R

d, M
anchester 

M
8 8PY

 

Tel. N
o:

07577 286172

C
ontact:

Jam
es W

arrick

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductivity

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: 7kg

D
im

ensions: 13”/17” diam
eter

A
pprox Load C

apacity: unknow
n

A
m

ount A
vailable:

10Tem
poral Sequence:

T
bc

P
roduction m

ethod:Seating
Table

M
aterial Index

- Tyre
- Foam
- C

loth
- G

lue
- W

ood

Seating  and Table m
ade from

 tires http://www.fabartdiy.com
/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/FabArtD

IY-W
ays-to-Repurpose-O

ld-Tires2.jpg (8.11.2016) 

http://hom
esthetics.net/45-diy-tire-projects-how-to-creatively-upcycle-

and-recycle-old-tires-into-a-new-life/ (8.11.2016)
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U
p-cycling - Pallets

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductivity

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: 18kg

D
im

ensions: 1000 x 1000 x 120 m
m

A
pprox Load C

apacity: <500kg

A
m

ount A
vailable:

Leftover from
 construction

Tem
poral Sequence:

T
bc

M
aterial Index

- Pallets
- C

loth
- Paint
- Foam
- G

lue/Staples

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress:

W
elcom

e C
entre, 

C
heetham

 H
ill, M

anchester
M

8 0 T
W

Tel. N
o:

0161 792 9760
C

ontact:
M

ark

P
roduction m

ethod:

 

Pallet library http://cdn.hom
edit.com

/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/diy-shipping-pallet-
bookshelf-and-bike-rack.jpg (8.11.2016)

Pallet Bed https://blog.griffi
ntechnology.com

/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/11/
SCL_015_BLG

-PalletFurniture_01.png (8.11.2016)
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U
p-cycle - P

lastic B
ottles

M
ain M

aterial C
ollaborator

A
ddress: 

Em
erge

W
hitw

orth Street East, M
anchester 

M
11 2W

J 

Tel. N
o:

0161 2238200

C
ontact:

G
areth Jones

M
aterial P

roperties 

M
echanical Properties

 
Brittle

 
C

om
pressive Strength 

 
Tensile Strength

 
H

ardness
 

Stiffness
 

M
odular

 O
ther

 
Flam

m
able

 
T

herm
ally Insulating

 
A

coustically Insulating
 

C
orrosive

 
M

agnetic
 

H
igh em

bodied energy
 

C
onductivity

M
aterial D

im
ensions per unit:

W
eight: m

iscellaneous
D

im
ensions: m

iscellaneous
A

pprox Load C
apacity: none

A
m

ount A
vailable:

>2l

A
m

ount R
equired per unit:

120m
²

Tem
poral Sequence:

T
bc

Steph (2011) An other way of up-cycling plastic bottles . Available at: http://upcycleus.blogspot.co.uK/2011/08/other-way-of-upcycling-plas-
tic-bottles.htm

l (29.11.2016)
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Potential C
ity C

entre Sites

R
esidential Space

Industrial Space
O
ffice	Space

V
acant Sites w

ithin 
1m

ile radius of 
C

om
m

unity C
entre

Source. 
M

ungos (2016) H
istory of H

om
elessness. Available at: http://www.m

ungos.org/hom
elessness/history (Accessed: 16/11/2016)]

Unknown (2016) H
om

elessness support in England. Available at: http://www.hom
eless.org.uk/facts/hom

eless-england (Accessed: 16/11/2016)]

   [expansion of schem
e]

Future expansion just postboxes? - N
ot just 

about the w
orkshop - postboxes can be built 

here and then shipped out by order. D
epends 

on w
hether accom

m
odation is the thing that is 

needed? Som
ething to be determ

ined after the 
initial one is set up

Site:
C

heetham
 H

ill C
om

m
unity C

entre
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Initiate the A
rchipelago

C
om

m
unity C

entre 
connect w

ith

Vacant Site

Vacant Site

Vacant Site

Vacant Site

    [expansion of schem
e]

O
ur intervention addresses an issue w

hich is prom
inent in C

heetham
 

H
ill but im

m
inent all over the country.  T

he intervention can be distrib-
uted fast if w

e initially detach the postbox from
 the w

orkshop elem
ent. 

T
his could be done by using the existing support netw

ork in 
C

heetham
 H

ill by overlaying the vacant sites w
ith the current com

m
u-

nal site w
e can see w

hich centre are close to current vacant. Spaces. 
T

hey could act  as the basis to out source the m
anagem

ent for further 
postbox schem

es to each of these centres. 

Innovation is only valuable if it is shared

Vacant Site



| 51

Postbox E
xpansion

   [expansion]
A

s w
e have discovered during this research in 

resettling displaced populations the ability to 
provide a stable address is essential. 

T
here is potential for the schem

e to be 
confined	to	sm

all	open	unused	spaces	as	a	
sculptural postboxes in areas that currently lack 
the infrastructure for effective re-hom

ing. 

T
his im

age show
s the unit in use in a potential 

brow
nfield	area.
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Postbox E
xpansion

  [expansion]
A

s w
e have discovered during this research in 

resettling displaced populations the ability to pro-
vide a stable address is essential. 

T
here is potential for the schem

e to be m
anipu-

lated as a sheltered w
all of postboxes that take 

advantage of an existing structure in the local 
area.

T
his	im

age	show
s	the	unit	fixed	up	to	som

e	resi-
dential buildings in use in the area. 



| 53

W
hole M

odel E
xpansion

   [expansion]
A

s w
e have discovered during this research 

in resettling displaced populations the ability 
to provide w

ork accom
m

odation and a stable 
address is essential. 

T
here is potential for the schem

e to be utilised 
as a w

hole unit in areas that currently lack the 
infrastructure for effective re-hom

ing. 

T
his im

age show
s the U

nit In use in a residential 
area in C

heetham
 H

ill. 
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W
hy do w

e E
xpand?

  [expansion]
T

he reasons for up-scaling are to create a m
ass voice in order to 

encourage change and it also allow
s the passage for other com

m
unities to 

see that they need to change.

Show
ing that an alternative w

ay of achieving som
ething is a good start, 

how
ever it is im

portant to convince others to the cause for the voice to be 
heard at governm

ent and organisational level.
T

his kind of expansion of ideas is a very good w
ay of show

ing solidarity and 
living as though they aren’t changing anything - w

hich indicates a thoroughly 
prefigurative	piece	of	architecture.
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[Intentionally B
lank ]
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[Source: O
N
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Change in recent years has seen the population of the city grow 
beyond the 2015 target set in the Com

m
unity Strategy. 

Th
e latest census took place in M

arch 2011 and estim
ated that 

M
anchester was the fastest growing city outside London, having 

grown by 19%
 over the decade, reaching just over 500,000 

(503,127).

According to 2011 Census data, M
anchester is m

oving towards:
a) sm

aller average household sizes 
b) m

ore single people aged under 65
c) a relative decline in the num

ber of households m
ade up of 

fam
ilies with children.

Th
is m

eans the average household size is set to be lower over 
the next decade and, with the increase in private sector renting, 
m

ore transient.

M
anchester Population

O
N

S Population 
Change by W

ard 
2011-2016

Population of 
M

anchester by 
W

ard by 2020

[Source: H
M

R
C

 2010]
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Ethnic M

inority G
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Cheetham
 is a vibrant and diverse N

orth M
anchester ward which is hom

e to 
residents from

 a wide variety of faiths, cultures and nationalities. Th
e ward borders 

Crum
psall and H

arpurhey wards to the north and east, M
anchester City Centre to 

the south and Salford City Council to the west. 
 

 
 

 
 In 2009, Cheetham

 ward’s population stood at       approxim
ately 19,800, an in-

crease of 30.5%
 since 2001. Population density is higher than the city

average, with average household size higher than M
anchester as a whole. 

 
 

 
 

 
In 2007 it was estim

ated that over half of Cheetham
’s population belonged to a 

non-white ethnic group. Th
e Pakistani com

m
unity is the largest of all

non-white ethnic populations, m
aking up 26.0%

 of Cheetham
’s total population. 

O
ther ethnic groups m

ake up 9.1%
 of Cheetham

’s population, with 5.2%
 of the 

population from
 M

ixed backgrounds.  
 

 
 

 
 Th

ere are also significant Indian and black African populations, at 4.6%
 and 4.0%

 
respectively. 3.1%

 of Cheetham
’s population is Chinese, 1.7%

 is black
Caribbean and 0.4%

 is Bangladeshi.

Source: O
N

S 2011 C
ensus

[Source: O
N

S 2011 C
ensus]
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D
espite this growth, the W

hite British ethnic group, only 
m

easured since 2001, rem
ains the largest group in M

anchester 
(59%

) and G
reater M

anchester (80%
).

N
ew m

easures in the 2011 Census show  that M
anchester is not 

becom
ing less British, despite its increased ethnic diversity. M

ore 
people report a British or English national identity in M

anchester 
than report W

hite British ethnic identity.

M
anchester D

em
ographic: Ethnicity

[Source: O
N

S 2011 C
ensus]
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M
ost ethnic m

inority groups are evenly spread residentially 
across M

anchester and the rest of G
reater M

anchester. 
Pakistani is the largest ethnic m

inority group in M
anchester 

accounting for 9%
 of the population. Th

e group is clustered in 
Longsight and Cheetham

. 

N
ew m

easures in the 2011 Census show  that M
anchester is 

not becom
ing less British, despite its increased ethnic diversity. 

M
ore people report a British or English national identity in 

M
anchester than report W

hite British ethnic identity.

M
anchester D

em
ographic: G

eographic D
istribution

[Source: O
N

S 2011 C
ensus]
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Resident W
age

W
orkplace W

age
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Rate of IB/ESA Claimants
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D
ata shows that Cheetham

’s population faces m
any challenges. In 

2008, the ward had a higher proportion of children under the age 
of 16 in poverty than the M

anchester average (50.7%
 com

pared to 
41.8%

), and a higher rate than the average for England as a whole. 

[Source: O
N

S 2011 M
Y

E
] 

[Source: D
W

P
 2012]
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[Source: A
P

S 2012]
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Cheetham
 has the highest concentration of businesses after the City Centre

ward, which are m
ainly in the m

anufacturing and wholesale sectors (the
m

ajority of whom
 are based in the Strangeways D

istrict). H
owever, it has

fewer financial and professional services than the City average, 2010. In
2010 a m

uch higher than city average of the ward’s workers were em
ployed

in the m
anufacturing, construction, transport and wholesale sectors, with

lower proportions in the education, financial services and hotel sectors. Th
ere

are sectors where em
ploym

ent is expected to grow over the next twenty
years.

[Source: O
N

S 2012]

[Source: C
onnecxtions + D

epartm
ents 

for E
deucation 2011]
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Th
e skills profile of residents varies considerably across the wards, with the percentage of residents qualified to level 

2 or above ranging from
 44%

 in M
iles Platting &

 N
ewton H

eath to 92%
 in the City Centre (Figure 5.16), according 

to the 2011 Census.13

Th
e D

evolution Agreem
ent gives us som

e control to im
prove outcom

es for both learners and em
ployers through 

adult skills funding; however, there have been national reductions to adult skills budgets 

At the other end of the scale, the low skills associated with de-industrialised com
m

unities confine 
a sizeable proportion of the resident workforce to lower-end jobs. Fifteen per cent of working res-
idents are em

ployed in elem
entary occupations (down from

 16.5%
 in 2001) and 11%

 in sales and 
custom

er services (up from
 8%

 in 2001).

M
anchester Em

ploym
ent Classification

[Source: O
N

S 2011 C
ensus]
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M
anchester is expected to generate 39,000 new jobs by 2023.

G
rowth sectors such as construction, custom

er service and tour-
ism

 will increase dem
and for m

igrant labour to take up entry 
level and m

inim
um

 wage roles.

M
anchester also continues to have an attractive wage to housing 

costs ratio com
pared to m

any other larger urban centres and a 
strong international profile led by sports and culture, particular-
ly across the EU.

Q
uestions rem

ain:
Unraised im

m
igrants com

ing to the city are often linked, 
initially, to short term

 and unregulated jobs. Short-term
 m

igrants 
(typically here between 3-12 m

onths) often do not appear in the 
estim

ates or projections.

Th
ere are currently lim

ited data regarding these individuals (O
N

S 
estim

ated 2,610 in 2010), but they are still dependent on services 
and need to be housed, albeit on a short term

 basis in the city. 
W

ith a global trend of m
igration and urbanisation, this challenge 

is shared across Core Cities in the U
K and other international 

cities, particularly in Europe.

M
anchester Em

ploym
ent Provision

[Source: O
N

S 2015 M
Y

E
]
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In 
April 

2011, 
private 

residential 
properties 

account-
ed for 67%

 of all property, with 33%
 in the social rent-

ed sector (excluding em
pty     properties). Th

is com
pares 

with 59%
 private and 41%

 social housing in April 2001.

Regular telephone surveys continue to gage the views and  
opinions of residents about their local area, public services 
and their lives. Th

e 2011/12 survey showed that 77%
 of 

respondents were  satisfied with their local area as a place to 
live, slightly higher than the 75%

 in 2010/11 and 2009/10.

[Source: M
C

C
 2012]

[Source: P
R

I, R
esearch and 

Intelligence 2011]

D
iversity is reflected in the built landscape of the area – 

m
osques, churches and tem

ples are prom
inent local features, 

while m
any of the shops along Cheetham

 H
ill Road are run 

by and cater for the local South Asian and Eastern European 
populations. 

Th
e 

wider 
Cheetham

 
area 

is 
also 

hom
e 

to 
a range of cultural assets, including the Jewish M

useum
, 

the Irish W
orld H

eritage Centre and the U
krainian Club.

[Source: Ibid 2012]

Al-H
ussein M

osque
U

kranian Cultural Centre
Salafi Centre

St. Johns Church

[cheetham
com

m
unity.weebly.com

 2016]

A m
ap of Cheetham

 H
ill showing 

the social/private housing. Cheetham
 

has a very high proportion of    social 
housing in com

parison to other 
wards in M

anchester but still has a 
3-5 year waiting list for housing. 

Typologies and H
ousing
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Tenure;
the conditions under which land or buildings are held or occupied

M
anchester

H
ouseholds owned 70,008 - 42%

Social rented 66,019 - 39%
Private rented 26,885 - 16%
Living rent free 4,539 - 3%
(Source:2004 Census)

England
H

ouseholds owned 69%
Social rented 19%
Private rented 10%
Living rent free 2%
(Source:2004 Census)

M
anchester

H
ouseholds owned 77,395 - 38%

Social rented 64,682 - 32%
Private rented 58,170 - 28%
Living rent free 3241 - 2%
(Source:2014 Census)

England
H

ouseholds owned 63%
Social rented 18%
Private rented 17%
Living rent free 2%
(Source:2014 Census)

H
ouse D

etached: 5%

Sem
i-D

etached: 30.3%

Terraced: 30.2%

Flat: 28.6%
Flat :(Converted or Shared H

ouse) 4.8%

Caravan 0%
(Source: O

ffi
ce of N

ational Statistics; N
eighborhood Statistics; M

anchester)

-Th
ere was a 13.36%

 increase in dwellings in M
anchester between 2004-2014

-67.3%
 dwellings are owned privately, 8.2%

 dwellings are owned by Local Authorities, 
24.3%

 dwellings owned by Registered Social Landlord

- 48%
 of Local Authorities’ dwellings have 3+ bedroom

s. 16.6%
 of Local Authority 

dwellings fall below the ‘D
ecent H

om
e Standard’

-15,031 (9%
) dwellings didnt have central heating in 2004. Th

is dram
m

atically droped 
to 6410 (3%

) dwellings in 2014.

- In 2015 there was on average 3.8%
 vacant dwellings in M

anchester com
pared to 2004 

when there was 9.8%
.

-1.8%
 of fam

ilies in M
anchester live with another fam

ily. Th
e waiting list for council 

houses in M
anchester exceeds 12000.

[Source:2004 &
 2014 O

N
S]

[Source: O
N

S; N
eighborhood Statistics; M

anchester]

M
anchester D

welling Population D
istribution

Facts/Figures on D
wellings

[Statistic Analysis]

- 7%
 less households in M

anchester live in Socially rented accom
m

odation in 2014 when com
pared 

to 2004.: housing stock has been transferred from
 the Local Authorities to H

ousing Associations/
bought by Private Landlords.
-Th

e Private rental m
arket saw an increase of 12%

 from
 2004-2014.

- A significantly larger proportion of households in M
anchester rely on social housing when 

com
pared to the England average.

-Th
ere is a significant difference (25%

) between the percentage of people who live in their own 
owned hom

e in England com
pared to M

anchester, the gap of which has grown over the last 10 years.

Com
parison of D

welling Tenure from
 2004-2014
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Th
e average am

ount of people per bedroom
 in M

anchester is 1.5 people.
In 2004 for every 1000 people 4 lived in an 8+ person house. In 2014 for every 1000 
people 6 lived in an 8+ person house. 

In 2014 16%
 of houses have 1 bedroom

, which is for 1 or 2 people to live in, but 75%
 of 

houses have 1 or 2 people living in them
. 

8.8%
 of population reside with 5 of m

ore people per house but only 3.3%
 of houses 

have 5+ bedroom
s.

Th
ere are around 1,250 hom

es rented out by not-for-profit landlords like housing 
associations and housing trusts in Cheetham

 H
ill.

For Singles/Couples aged 16-40, there is nowhere in N
orth M

anchester where 
availability for a council house is greater than ‘Average’
For Fam

ilies requiring 2 beds, there is nowhere in N
orth M

anchester where availability 
for a council house is greater than ‘Average’
For Fam

ilies requiring 3 beds, there is nowhere in N
orth M

anchester where availability 
for a council house is greater than ‘Low’
For Fam

ilies requiring 4+ beds, there is nowhere in N
orth M

anchester where 
availability for a council house is greater than ‘Average’
(Source: M

anchester M
ove) 

[Statistic Analysis]
- Th

e data suggests a large proportion of people are living in houses bigger than they 
need yet 5.3%

 are living in house too sm
all.

-Th
ere has been a significant drop in the am

ount of people in absolute poverty from
 

1997-2013 however the am
ount of people in relative poverty has fluctuated up and 

down over the sam
e period.

-Th
ere is a continuous problem

 with housing costs pushing people over the threshold 
of both relative and absolute poverty.
-Th

e am
ount of people in poverty residing in social rented accom

m
odation has 

dropped over the last 12 years. H
owever this is probably due to the reduced am

ount 
of social housing available. Th

e increase in people in poverty in private rented 
accom

m
odation is likely due to the increase in people relying on private rented 

accom
m

odation due to lack of social housing. 

Singles/Couples 16 - 40
Availability: Below average

Singles/Couples 40 - 60
Availability: Below average

Singles/Couples 60+
Availability: Very good

Fam
ily/Adult groups 2 beds

Availability: Average

Fam
ily/Adult groups 3 beds

Availability: Very low

Fam
ily/Adult groups 4+ beds

Availability: Extrem
ely low

Cheetham
 H

ill Social H
ousing Availability

Cheetham
 H

ill Social H
ousing

-577 (39 becam
e available to rent in 2014)

Bungalows;
- Four one-bed bungalows
- Th

ree three-bed bungalows
Flats;
- 188 low rise one-bed flats (22 becam

e available)
- 104 low rise two-bed flats (eight becam

e available)
H

ouses;
- 97 two-bed houses (three becam

e available)
- 129 three-bed houses (four becam

e available)
- 36 houses with four or m

ore bedroom
s (one becam

e available)
M

aisonettes;
- 16 two-bed m

aisonettes (one becam
e available)

H
ousing Provision
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Right to Rent
From

 1 February 2016
You have this right if you are a:
- British citizen
- Citizen of a country in the EU

 or EEA
- Citizen of another country with no tim

e lim
its on your perm

ission to live in the U
K 

(such as indefinite leave to rem
ain)

- You can have a tim
e-lim

ited right to rent if there’s a tim
e lim

it on your perm
ission to 

stay. Th
is is likely if you have a visa for work, study or as a spouse. It also applies if you 

have hum
anitarian protection, exceptional or discretionary leave to rem

ain.

H
elp for H

om
elessness

H
elp is only offered if you have a ‘connection to M

anchester’. 
You have this connection if you have: 
- Lived in the area covered by M

anchester City Council (see m
ap) for at least six of the 

last 12 m
onths

- Lived in M
anchester for at least three of the last five years

-You have a parent, brother or sister who has lived in M
anchester for at least five years

- You work in M
anchester. 

If you do not have a connection to M
anchester, we m

ay be able to refer your application 
to another authority outside M

anchester. If you have a property abroad but you can’t 
live in it. Th

e council m
ay decide you are not hom

eless if you have a hom
e som

ewhere 
else, anywhere in the world. You m

ay be expected to return to a hom
e in another 

country. H
owever, there are m

any situations where this would not be reasonable.

Council H
ouses in M

anchester
-All council housing in M

anchester is run by independent com
panies.

- Th
e Local Authority owns the properties, and people living in them

 are council 
tenants by law. But all housing services - repairs, rent, rehousing are delivered by the 
independent com

panies.
-N

orthwards H
ousing m

anages the housing services for N
orth M

anchester, including 
Cheetham

 H
ill.

-Th
e tenant has the legal right to buy the house they are living in if it is a  property 

owned by M
anchester City Council.

Rehousing Eligibility
-Anybody over 16 can apply for a council house 

Council H
ouses are not offered to;

- Certain people from
 aboard. Th

is includes som
e people who are British citizens but 

are subject to im
m

igration control. 
People who have been guilty of unacceptable behaviour including:
- Tenants owing m

ore than £1000 rent 
- Breaking a tenancy agreem

ent with a not-for-profit landlord, or causing serious 
dam

age to a property 
- Being guilty of serious antisocial behaviour or dom

estic abuse 
- G

etting a tenancy illegally - by giving false inform
ation or paying m

oney for exam
ple 

Chance of getting a Council H
ouse

Your chance of getting a hom
e depends on:

Your circum
stances in your current hom

e. Th
e 

m
ore urgently you need to m

ove, the higher 
your priority. Th

e highest priority in the 
M

anchester City Council rules is Band 1. Th
e 

lowest is Band 6b.

H
ow long you have had that rehousing 

priority, called your ‘award date’. Th
e earlier 

this date, the better your chances. 

Th
e type and size of hom

e you are eligible 
for. Som

e types and sizes are m
ore readily-

available than others.

In flats, the age of the youngest person who is 
m

oving. Som
e blocks are reserved for people 

over a certain age. If you are over that age you 
should find som

ething m
ore quickly.

H
ow m

any other people bid for a hom
e. Th

e 
fewer bidders, the better your chances.

Th
e area you want. In som

e areas, hom
es 

com
e up frequently. In others there’s nothing 

available for a long tim
e.

- H
aving lost a hom

e that cam
e with a job because of inappropriate behaviour 

- H
aving an unspent crim

inal conviction that would m
ake the person a significant risk 

to local people 

Required D
ocum

ents for Renting a Property
- Bank details
- Recent bank statem

ents
- A letter from

 your em
ployer confirm

ing that you work for them
- Pay slips
- Em

ploym
ent contract

- Accounts, if you work for yourself
- Proof of benefit awards, if any

Landlords can also ask for references from
 an em

ployer or previous landlord. If you 
are renting for the first tim

e, your landlord m
ight accept a reference from

 a parent or 
guardian.

Potential Problem
s with Private Renting

- N
ot all landlords accept tenants who plan on claim

ing house benefit to help with their 
rental costs.
-Tenancies are usually either 6 or 12 m

onth contracts
- Letting agents m

ay ask to run a credit check on the tenant
- Landlords and letting agents usually ask for at least one m

onth’s rent in advance and a 
deposit of one m

onths rent. Agency fees are also often applied if the property is found 
through a letting agent.
(Source: Shelter.org.uk, 2016)

H
ousing Policy
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“It can’t be just surviving: you have to fully live.”
(Source. Shelter 2016)

[Source. Shelter 2016]

[Source. G
reater London C

onsultants LT
D

 - Statistics 2014]

Th
e population of M

anchester has risen dram
atically between the 2001 and 2011 census yet the housing 

provision has not risen at the sam
e rate. Th

is has led to an increased problem
 of overcrowding in houses which 

caused m
any hom

es to drop below the Living H
om

e Standard.

Th
e am

ount of vacant buildings has also fallen significantly due to the increased dem
and however this is not a 

sustainable source for the continuously growing population. Th
e lack of supply is causing m

any people to live in 
houses which are in poor condition as they have very little choice. It is also resulting in house prices continuously 
rising, pushing m

ore and m
ore people to rely on benefits or to fall below the poverty line. 

   [C
onclusions]

Em
pty Properties M

anchester
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M
anchester Available Land (Brownfield)

[Source: M
C

C
 2016]
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According to Valuation D
ata Agency, there has been a 22.4%

 increase in rental price in 12 m
onths across greater M

an-
chester. 

Th
e average cost of hom

e costing approxim
ately £8,448 annually. Th

is works out at 42%
 of the average weekly wage. 

O
ne third of G

reater M
anchester’s population privately rent, in the city center this increases to 80%

.

Between 2001 and 2011 
 

H
om

e owner occupation decreased by 37%
  

Th
e privately rented m

arket has increased by 28.4%
 

People in Council H
ousing has increased by 13.5 %

 
and social housing by 18.1%

According to Inside housing, 30%
 of M

anchester hom
es is social housing. H

om
e ownership m

akes up 40%

IN
CREASE H

O
U

SEBU
ILD

IN
G

 O
N

 N
EW

 AN
D

 EXISTIN
G

 SITES

IM
PRO

VE Q
UALITY AN

D
 SU

STAINABILITY
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PPO
RTU

N
ITIES

IM
PRO

VE FAM
ILY H

O
U

SIN
G

PRO
FESSIO

NAL PRIVATE REN
TAL SECTO

R

IM
PRO

VE RETIREM
EN

T LIVIN
G

Cheetham
 H

ill is now part of the Cheetham
 and Broughton Partnership, a schem

e which aim
s to im

prove the environ-
m

ent, econom
y and housing, and the area has undergone extensive rem

odeling since 2002, with new pavem
ents, road 

surfacing, parking, lighting and CCTV, and a fast-track bus lane. 

W
ith the population continually increasing (increase of 80, 202 people between 2001 and 2011) the housing m

arket 
continues to struggle with under-supply.  M

om
entum

 of hom
e building dim

inished significantly in the recession with 
lows of residential com

pletions in  2011/2012 of 960 hom
es com

pared to 5,412 in 2007/8. 

Th
is leads to an interesting result where due to the increase in population som

e areas such as Longsight where only 
181 properties have been built despite a rise of population 3,600 people between 2001 and 2011 the num

ber of vacant 
properties has halved since 2007, with a significant need to redevelop existing properties.

 In 2015 £300M
 was awarded by H

om
es and Com

m
unities Agency to im

prove the housing situation in M
anches-

ter. Since then a significant portion has already been utilised developing 1,100 hom
es. O

ne of these developm
ents, 

Charm
inster D

rive of 23 units, lies in Cheetham
 H

ill. Th
e am

bition is to build 25,000 hom
es by 2025 by building large 

high density developm
ents in the N

orth and East of M
anchester.

Along with this funding, according to M
anchester City Council Chief Executive, Sir H

oward Bernstein (who grew up in 
Cheetham

 H
ill)  Th

e council have m
ade “priorities for support rebuilding and re-provision’. 

Th
e council seek to rem

odel social support by com
bining housing and social care and rem

odeling supportive housing.

H
ousing M

arket Analysis

[Source:  V
aluation D

ata A
gency 2016]
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Th
e average asking rent was £595 a m

onth across all types of property in Septem
ber 

2014. For som
ebody renting a room

 in shared accom
m

odation, the average asking 
price was £325 a m

onth. (Source Th
e Valuation O

ffi
ce Agency)

Average house prices in M
anchester are just over £150,000. In M

anchester, you now 
need to earn £34,420 a year to afford a typical m

ortgage. 

M
any ex pats struggle to find a bank happy to give them

 a m
ortgage for a property in 

the U
K

H
ousing Benefit

You m
ay be able to get H

ousing Benefit if you are on other benefits, work part-tim
e or 

work full-tim
e on a low incom

e. You cannot get H
ousing Benefit to help with the costs 

of a m
ortgage or hom

e loan. 

If you or your partner have m
ore than £16,000 in capital you will not get any H

ousing 
Benefit, unless you are getting guarantee credit part of Pension Credit.
If you or your partner have capital of over £6,000 then you will be assum

ed to have 
som

e incom
e from

 that capital.
If you or your partner have reached the qualifying age for Pension Credit and you have 
capital of over £10,000, you will be assum

ed to have som
e incom

e from
 capital.

If you are getting Incom
e Support, incom

e-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or incom
e-re-

lated Em
ploym

ent and Support Allowance you will autom
atically be within the incom

e 
and capital lim

its for H
ousing Benefit and you will qualify for the m

axim
um

 am
ount.

N
orthwards H

ousing
N

ot-for-profit organisation that m
anages over 13,000 hom

es across N
orth M

anchester.

D
em

ographic of Residents;
- 60%

 Fem
ale tenants

- 20%
 O

ver 65s tenants
- 26%

 Black or m
inority group tenants

- 30%
 D

isabled tenants

G
eneral Statistics;

-84%
 of custom

ers are satisfied with the overall service
-Tenants are given basic advice for carrying out sim

ple repairs them
selves. If it is not 

a problem
 they can resolve them

selves the ‘handym
an’ service is given a not-for-profit 

price for the work.
Average re-let tim

e is 36.5 days
[Source: N

orthw
ardshousing.co.uk]

H
ousing Benefit Allowance 

Extant Actors

[Source:  N
orthw

ardshousing.co.uk 2016]
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E
n

title
m

e
n

t
P

r
o

c
e

d
u

r
e

A
m

o
u

n
t

T
im

e
s

c
a

le
s

P
r

o
b

le
m

s
-	M

ay	not	fit	entitlem
ent	

criteria
- A

m
ount m

ay not cover the 
rent charged by landlords
-  Individual m

ay not have an 
address to be able to provide 
to Jobcentre Plus
- Individual m

ay not have a 
bank account
- H

ousing status m
ay be m

ore 
urgent than the standard tim

e 
taken to process a claim
-	It	could	take	a	significantly	
long period of tim

e before any 
paym

ent is received if there 
is som

e problem
 w

ith the 
processing of he application

It takes 10 w
orking days to 

process a claim
. O

nce the 
claim

 has been accepted it 
takes 3 w

orking days for 
m

oney to be deposited to 
the bank account.

“T
im

e fram
es vary consid-

erably betw
een areas - six 

w
eeks is certainly not un-

heard of, I have seen cases 
taking up to three m

onths.” 
(dm

g24 2011)

“Yes, one tim
e I w

aited 6 
w

eeks and another about 
2 m

onths before receiving 
anything.” 
(SH

IPSH
A

PE 2011)

- 18+ years old
- U

nder State Pension age 
- N

ot in full-tim
e education

- In England, Scotland or      
  W

ales
- A

vailable for w
ork

- A
ctively seeking w

ork
- W

ork less than 16 h/w
eek

18 - 24
up to £57.90

25+
up to £73.10

C
ouples (both 18+)

up to £114.85

Jobcentre plus w
ill arrange an 

interview
 after an application 

has been received, 
For this the follow

ing w
ill 

need to be provided: 
- P45
- 1 ‘prim

ary’ identity  
 

  docum
ent

- 2 ‘secondary’ identity        
docum

ents - one to prove  
your address and the other 
to prove your date of birth

Follow
ing this, if successful 

paym
ents are m

ade every 2 
w

eeks into a bank account

S
o

lu
tio

n
Eight individuals that fall off 
the spectrum

 in this sense 
w

ill have the opportunity to 
w

ork in the w
orkshop and 

live in the housing provided 
on site. They w

ill have the 
opportunity to build up skills 
in the w

orkshop w
hich w

ill 
benefit	them

	in	their	job	
applications,  and m

eeting 
the criteria for JSA

. They 
w

ill also have a place to call 
hom

e for approxim
ately 3 

m
onths, how

ever this can be 
negotiated if for som

e reason 
JSA

 has not been set up 
before then. 

Job Seekers Allowance
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H
elp is only offered if you have a ‘connection to M

anchester’. 

Sleeping R
ough

Living in a H
ostel / B&

B

A
t risk of dom

estic violence

Living in unsuitable 
conditions for your needs

Living in overcrow
ded 

conditions

Living w
ith friends/fam

ily

Living in conditions dam
aging 

health

[Source. Shelter (2016) W
h
a
t is

 H
o
m

e
le

s
s
n
e
s
s
? A

vailable at: http://england.shelter.
org.uk/get_advice/hom

elessness/hom
elessness_-_an_introduction/w

hat_is_hom
e-

lessness (A
ccessed 16.11.2016)

Parent, brother or sister 
w

ith living in M
anchester

Living in M
anchester for 

1 year

2015

2015

2016

2013

2013

2011

2012

Living in M
anchester for 

3/5 years

W
ork in M

anchester

H
om

elessness does not just describe people sleeping on the 
streets. It can happen to anyone, for any num

ber of reasons. E
ven if 

you have a roof over your head you m
ay still be hom

eless. You m
ay 

be hom
eless if you are:

H
elp for H

om
elessness

W
hat is H

om
eless?

[Source:  Shelter.org.uk 2016]
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T
here has been a 6 fold increase since 2010

70
43

2016

2014
102011

Sleeping rough is said to have increased due to 
durable tents and sleeping bags becom

ing cheaper 
and m

ore available. [Source. Guardian. 2016]

1980

1930

Dorms for homeless closed and 
single rooms opened - the better 
standards resulted in a shortage 
of beds
Increase in drug, alcohol depend-
ancy and mental health probles 
only exasperated the situation

1967
Crisis founded

1967
Housing act excludes most single 
people from a right to housing

1988
New legislation prevented 16 / 17 
year olds from claiming housing 
benefit

1990

M
anchester Sleeping R

ough Statistics

People

17,000

U
K

 H
om

eless A
ccom

m
odation Statistics

20,000

2000

H
istory of H

om
eless

[Source:  w
w

w
.m

ungos.org 2016 + 
w

w
w

.hom
eless.org.uk 2016]
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“Th
e longer som

eone sleeps rough, the greater the 
risk that they will becom

e trapped on the street”
(Source. H

om
eless Link H

 2014)

A
 shrinking sector

T
he capacity of the hom

elessness sector has continued to decline, w
ith the num

ber of accom
m

odation 
projects at its low

est since SN
A

P 2009 (dow
n 11%

), and the num
ber of bed spaces the low

est w
e have 

reported since SN
A

P started in 2008 at 39,638. T
here has been a sm

all increase in the num
ber of day 

centres over the past tw
o years, increasing by 10 (5%

) since SN
A

P 2011, and m
ore people on average 

are	using	day	centres.	T
his	m

ay	reflect	efforts	by	faith	groups	and	others	to	support	those	in	obvious	
need in their com

m
unities at a tim

e of high unem
ploym

ent and grow
ing hardship.

Less specialist support
T

he hom
elessness sector helps people w

ith often m
ultiple and com

plex needs, but services seem
 to be 

offering increasingly generic support. N
early one in three clients of hom

elessness services have alcohol 
issues, and a sim

ilar proportion have m
ental health problem

s. A
 quarter have drug problem

s – nearly 2 
out of every 5 clients in hostels – and a quarter have previously slept rough.
T
his	year’s	SN

A
P,	how

ever,	show
s	that	few

er	projects	are	targeting	services	at	clients	w
ith	specific	needs.	

Targeting of services to rough sleepers has dropped from
 28%

 to 7%
, and targeting to people w

ith 
m

ental health issues has dropped from
 22%

 to 4%
. T

his suggests that the sector m
ay be draw

ing back 
from

	providing	specialist	services	to	people	w
ith	specific	needs,	and	perhaps	offering	a	m

ore	generic	
service that does not m

eet the range of needs.

R
estricting support

Projects are increasingly refusing access to people w
ho are seen to pose a high risk to staff or other 

clients, rising from
 around half of projects in SN

A
P 2012 to over three-quarters this year. O

ver half 
(55%

) also refuse clients because their needs are deem
ed too high. W

e know
 that people w

ith m
ultiple 

needs are often passed betw
een services and are often excluded from

 m
any services. It is therefore 

concerning that there appears to be a trend for hom
elessness services to be restricting access to this 

group.
W

e also found that services are taking few
er clients w

ho don’t have a local connection.

R
educing funding

H
alf of projects reported a decrease in funding this year, although this w

as slightly less than in SN
A

P 
2012, and nearly three-quarters of the sector rem

ains reliant on local authority funding. T
here has been a 

substantial	increase	in	the	proportion	of	projects	listing	benefit	paym
ents	and	rent	and	services	charges	

as an incom
e source since last year. It is concerning that the trend in reduced funding from

 non-housing 
sources such as social services and crim

inal justice has fallen again.

H
om

elessness accross the U
K

[Source: H
om

eless Link H
 2014]
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(Source.Support for single hom
eless people in E

ngland: A
nnual R

eview
 2015)

All areas were able to provide data on client gender. O
f the total 4,044 clients the surveyed schem

es 
reported working with, 83%

 were m
en and 17%

 wom
en.

“O
n average 60 people sleep rough every night in 

M
anchester streets”

(Source. H
om

eless Link H
 2014)

H
om

elessness in M
anchester

22’%
 increase in people asking for help at M

anchester best know
n hom

eless 
charity in the last year. A

lthough it is estim
ated that only 50%

 of hom
eless people 

are	found	and	therefore	the	statistics	for	the	level	of	hom
elessness	is	significantly	

w
orse than stated.

[source. m
anchester evening new

s 2016]

[Source: V
arious]
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W
hen contacted by M

M
, a M

anchester 
City Council spokesm

an defended their 
schem

e, A M
anchester City Council 

spokesperson said: 

“180 people accessed the 
tem

porary  shelters over the winter, with 
bus passes issued to people who needed 
them

. 

Services for the H
om

eless

[Source: M
C

C
 H

om
eless D

ata 2015]
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[W
hat the coucil say]

V
ision

O
ur vision is of M

anchester as a world-class city. Th
is includes a city 

where hom
elessness continues to reduce year on year

O
ur vision is also of a city that offers a wide choice of housing options, 

enabling people to live in their neighbourhoods of choice.

H
om

elessness Services in M
anchester

1. Accom
m

odation schem
es owned and m

anaged by the Council

2. Accom
m

odation schem
es owned by a registered social provider (RP) 

and
m

anaged by the Council

3. D
ispersed, self-contained accom

m
odation procured from

 the private 
rented
sector (PRS) and registered providers. Th

is provides the m
ajority of 

tem
porary accom

m
odation for hom

eless fam
ilies.

4. Bed and breakfast accom
m

odation for em
ergency, short-term

 use only.
Additionally, a num

ber of households fleeing dom
estic abuse (DA) are

accom
m

odated in W
om

en’s Aid refuges.

Specialist provision is also com
m

issioned for young people through the 
H

om
elessness Pathway for 16/17 yr olds. M

anchester M
ove already 

provides a route into the private rented sector through LetsH
elpYou, but 

we need to further develop access into the private rented sector for 
households at risk of hom

elessness. Th
ere are other agencies such as 

Young Person’s Support Foundation, Th
e Booth Centre, and Cornerstones.

H
om

elessness Statutory D
uty

H
ousing Act 1996

• D
uty to provide advisory services

• D
uty to m

ake enquiries in respect of eligibility and duties owed
• Interim

 duty to accom
m

odate in cases of apparent priority need
• D

uties to people found not to be in priority need and not hom
eless 

intentionally.
• D

uties to those threatened with hom
elessness

Th
e 2002 H

om
elessness Act

• Carrying out a review of hom
elessness in their area, and

• Based on the findings of the review, developing and publishing a strategy 
to tackle and prevent hom

elessness.

H
om

eless Review

[Source: M
anchester H

om
eless R

eview
 

2013]
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H
om

elessness prevention
 H

om
elessness prevention is carried out by the H

om
elessness Advice and 

Assessm
ent Team

 when people approach hom
elessness services for 

assistance. It is also carried out by a range of internal services and external 
providers including advice agencies, voluntary and com

m
unity sector, and 

housing providers. G
overnm

ent looked at a num
ber of research studies 

which suggested that the estim
ated gross costs of hom

elessness to 
governm

ent is between £24k - £30k per person per year
[D

CLG
 – Evidence review of the costs of hom

elessness – August 2012]

R
ough Sleepers

In 2011 the G
overnm

ent reconfirm
ed its com

m
itm

ent to end rough 
sleeping and launched a new strategy – N

o Second N
ight O

ut (N
SN

O
). 

G
reater M

anchester was an early adopter of this approach and the 
Association of G

reater M
anchester Authorities (AG

M
A) fund Riverside 

ECH
G

.

N
SN

O
 has five standards:

• N
ew rough sleepers can be identified and helped off the streets im

m
edi-

ately
• Th

e public can alert services if they see anyone sleeping rough so they 
get help
• Rough sleepers can go to a place of safety, where their needs can be 
assessed
and they can get help
• Rough sleepers are able to get em

ergency accom
m

odation and other 
services
they need.
• Rough sleepers from

 outside their area can be reconnected with their 
com

m
unity.

Th
e organisations funded through the hom

elessness grant. Th
ese 

services include an  assertive outreach service, day support services to 
enable people to engage in m

eaningful occupation, education and work. 
Th

ese services have been very successful in m
eaningful engagem

ent with 
individuals and tackling rough sleeping in the City and this approach can 
be seen to work.

Focus G
roups

Th
e objective of these focus groups was to reach hom

eless people who 
m

ay be the m
ost socially excluded often with m

ultiple and com
plex needs, 

and who m
ay not always engage with m

ainstream
 services. A total of 28 

people participated in the consultation Th
e m

ain points to com
e out of the 

session were:
• Th

ere are good services for single hom
eless people, but som

e people who 
lead chaotic lifestyles have diffi

culty accessing services.
• A flexible approach is needed towards services and support –  som

e 
current ways of operating are not flexible.
• Th

e Com
prehensive Spending Review will bring lots of pressures as 

there will be less m
oney. As funding is reduced, the risk is that services 

will focus on people who fall under the legislation.
• A one stop shop is needed for hom

eless presentations.
• It is hard for people to resettle when they have com

plex needs – there is 
nowhere for people to m

ove on to.
• W

ill there be a m
ove towards giving hom

eless people personal budgets 
so that they can buy the services they want?

[Source: M
anchester H

om
eless R

eview
 

2013]

[W
hat the coucil say]

H
om

eless Review
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P
riority O

ne

Engagem
ent with partners - W

e will continue to prevent hom
elessness, 

and we will strategically com
m

ission and work with our partners to 
deliver effective, pro-active hom

elessness prevention services.
Th

ese services will be targeted, accessible to and be able to respond to the 
diverse needs of all citizens, providing innovative and flexible solutions. 

P
riority Tw

o

Im
prove the range of housing options available to hom

eless people and 
people at risk of becom

ing hom
eless. W

ork with partners to develop 
innovative and creative solutions which will increase access to housing for 
people in housing need.

P
riority T

hree

W
e will seek to ensure that hom

eless services are accessible and effective 
for all our citizens, by com

m
issioning and developing appropriate services 

for com
m

unity groups  who m
ay be disproportionately vulnerable to

hom
elessness.

P
riority Four

W
e will work with partners to develop and seize opportunities for 

synergies across health and hom
elessness and achieve shared outcom

es 
which will im

prove the health and wellbeing of hom
eless people. Th

ese
will include:

• Im
proving access to appropriate treatm

ent and health care and reduce 
unplanned adm

ission to hospital

• Establishing appropriate care, support and accom
m

odation on discharge 
from

 hospital and/or secure m
ental health prem

ises.

P
riority Five

W
e will help hom

eless people to access opportunities for em
ploym

ent, 
education and training, and support them

 to raise and m
eet their 

aspirations.

[W
hat the council say]

Strategy/Policy

[Source: M
anchester H

om
eless Strategy 

2013-2018]
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[A
ccording to Shelter]

R
ight to em

ergency housing

Local councils have specific legal duties towards hom
eless people. Th

ese 
are if you’re:
• Legally classed as hom

eless
• Eligible for assistance
• In priority need

R
ight to housing help from

 social services

Th
e social services departm

ent of the council m
ay som

etim
es have a duty 

to help certain groups of people who becom
e hom

eless.
Social services m

ay also be able to help you if you have dependent 
children and the council’s housing departm

ent has decided that you’re not 
eligible for assistance or that you’re intentionally hom

eless.

R
ights to stay in or return to your hom

e

You have the right to stay in your hom
e until you are lawfully evicted. 

Your landlord m
ust follow the correct legal procedure to evict you.

R
ight to register to vote if you are hom

eless

You can register to vote if you have no fixed address. Th
is could be 

because you are hom
eless, staying in a hostel or night shelter, in prison on 

rem
and or a patient in a m

ental health hospital. 

R
ight to vote in a G

eneral E
lection

R
ight to claim

 benefits

You are entitled to claim
 benefits if you are hom

eless. Ask for a Sim
ple 

Paym
ent card if you don’t have a bank account. Your benefits are paid 

straight to this card. You then take it to a PayPoint outlet displaying the 
Sim

ple Paym
ent sign (for exam

ple in newsagents, convenience stores and 
superm

arkets) to collect your m
oney.

You are entitled to register w
ith a doctor w

hen you are hom
e-

less.

You can do this using a tem
porary address, such as a friend’s place or a 

day centre.

H
om

eless Rights

[Source: shelter.org.uk 2016]
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Th
e disused H

ulm
e Library, on Stretford Rd, and the form

er Beech M
ount 

Children’s H
om

e, in H
arpurhey, were converted by the Council into 

tem
porary overnight accom

m
odation in D

ecem
ber.

H
owever the recent closure saw each of the 20-bed-a-night 

accom
m

odations cease to exist as hubs for Riverside Care and Support to 
provide m

ental and physical healthcare – as well as overnight respite.
O

n the night of the closures, H
om

eless Rights of Justice’s Adam
 W

helan 
was providing relief to hom

eless residents in M
anchester city centre, 

distributing food and hot drinks alongside Joint Veteran Alliance Lim
ited 

and activist-group Anonym
ous.

“Th
e accom

m
odation was not open long enough,” M

r W
helan told M

M
.

“O
ver the past two years the council have shut down m

any beds. [Th
e 

tem
porary accom

m
odation] was too little, too late.

“Th
e Council only provided winter accom

m
odation because we took 

over a building that ended up being very high profile – the N
eville-G

iggs 
owned Stock Exchange.

“As G
ary N

eville told us we could stay till just after Christm
as it m

ade the 
Council look stupid so they had to do som

ething – but they only provided 
just over thirty beds in two buildings.”

“Th
e council are horrendous, in every different way they are failing 

[hom
eless people],” he said.

“O
ne of the problem

s is if you go to the Council they m
ight say you m

ade 
yourself intentionally hom

eless or you are not a high priority as you m
ight 

be a m
ale over the age of 21.

“Everyone is as vulnerable as everyone else when you are asleep.”

Th
is vulnerability undercuts the Council’s N

eighbourhood Scrutiny 
Com

m
ittee 2013 H

om
eless strategy, which had a stated aim

 of im
proving 

the well-being of the city’s hom
eless residents.

W
ith reports that grants have been cut from

 £1.2m
illion to £530,000 this 

year, M
r N

zeribe responded: “W
ith cuts to the Council from

 the 
Conservatives, only a strong voluntary sector will be able to take up the 
slack.

“Th
e Council has done lots to support business. It should put that sam

e 
strategic thinking into supporting M

anchester charities.”

D
eyika N

zeribe, G
reen Party

Th
is shortfall is being tem

pered by the charity of individuals like 
Salford-born D

avid M
inshull – an ex-hom

eless veteran who now provides 
a contact point for vulnerable veterans and the hom

eless.
“As M

anchester is a big city, people from
 all over the country will com

e 
here but the council m

ight say to them
 that there’s no connection [to 

M
anchester] and there’s nothing we can do for you.

“It’s a Catch 22, m
ost of the guys on the street don’t have an address or 

m
oney and you can’t get a house unless you’ve got a job and you can’t get a 

job unless you’ve got a house.”

[W
hat the people say]

Council Failures

[Source: D
an C

ave, 04 A
P

R
 2016]
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[W
hat the people say]

Th
e num

ber of pleas for help m
ade to N

orth W
est councils by people on 

the brink of hom
elessness has alm

ost doubled over the last five years.

Councils across the N
orth W

est – G
reater M

anchester authorities 

included – have received over 31,000 desperate appeals 
from

 people on the brink of hom
elessness in the last year, research has 

revealed.

Th
e figures published by Shelter have also revealed that 3,600

 
households in the region were m

ade offi
cially hom

eless in 2015.

Th
e analysis, based on governm

ent statistics, has found that the num
ber 

of requests m
ade to councils has risen by an astonishing 96%

 over 
the last five years.

Shockingly, 20%
 of these calls cam

e from
 people who were faced with 

losing their hom
e within a m

onth or less.

M
r Robb and the team

 at Shelter are calling on the public for urgent 
support – with the regional crisis only set to worsen as Christm

as 
approaches.

“Sadly, the com
bination of our affordable housing 

shortage and cuts to w
elfare

 m
eans that m

ore and 
m

ore parents are finding them
selves struggling to keep a stable roof over 

their children’s heads,” he said. 

Council Failures

[Source: A
dam

 Payne, 14 D
E

C
 2015]
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(Source . Shelter 2016)

43%
 of hom

es in B
ritain don’t m

eet the Living 
H

om
e Standard

Th
e 39 statem

ents which m
ake up the Living H

om
e Standard are split across five different 

dim
ensions:
1 Affordability
2 D

ecent conditions
3 Space
4 Stability
5 N

eighbourhood

Th
e standards were developed in 2016 by the public for the public to represent what ‘hom

e’ m
eans, 

and to provide a m
inim

um
 expectation we should all have for our hom

es. Yet there are 43%
 of 

dwellings that fail to live up to this acceptable standard. Th
e dwellings fails if it does not m

eet all of 
the essential attributes, or if it doesnt m

eet approxim
ately 50%

 of the desirable attributes.

Reasons for failing
Affordability = 27%
D

ecent Conditions = 18%
Space = 11%
Stability = 10%
N

eighborhood = 5%

In term
s of stock condition, and the percentage of hom

es that fall below ‘D
ecent H

om
es’ 

standards, there is a higher percentage of less than ‘D
ecent H

om
e’ standards in N

orth W
est 

M
anchester than in M

anchester as a whole. Cheetham
 (56.4%

) and Crum
psall (44.8%

) have 
the highest rates of less than ‘D

ecent H
om

es’ in the W
est, and in the N

orth East wards Bradford 
(40.2%

) and M
iles Platting &

 N
ewton H

eath (42.6%
) have the highest. (N

ote. the H
ouse 

Condition Survey records data for private sector housing only). O
f the people living in social 

housing provided by N
orthwards H

ousing in Cheetham
 H

ill in 2015, 84%
 of custom

ers were 
satisfied with the overall service. H

owever  16.6%
 of Local Authority dwellings also fall below the 

‘D
ecent H

om
e Standard’.

“It can’t be just surviving: you have to fully live.”
(Source. Shelter 2016)

%
 of Private D

wellings Below D
ecent Standard
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[Source: gov.co.uk]
Th

e figures below reflect the current general recom
m

endations the council 
offer for H

ousing Benefit Allowances.

Property  
 

 
 

 
 

W
eekly Am

ount

[R
ental P

rice A
nalysis]

   [C
onclusions]

[H
ousing B

enefit A
nalysis]

[A
ccording to the “Living H

om
e Standards”]

O
n the 10.11.2016 there were 5,532 properties for rent in the G

reater 
M

anchester area. O
n that day the average rental price was £1,313 pcm

.

O
n this day the average rental price for properties with an M

8 Postcode 
was £614.

1 Bedroom
 ( or shared accom

odation)  
Up to £260.64

 
 

 
 

 
 

approx £1130 pcm

2 Bedroom
s  

 
 

 
 

Up to £302.33
 

 
 

 
 

 
approx £1310 pcm

3 Bedroom
s 

 
 

 
 

Up to £354.46
 

 
 

 
 

 
approx £1130 pcm

4 Bedroom
s  

 
 

 
 

Up to £417.02
 

 
 

 
 

 
approx £1807 pcm

According to Value D
ata Agency there has been a 

22.4%
 increase in rental price in 12 m

onths across greater m
anchester. 

Average hom
e costs 42%

 of the average weekly wage (average cost £8,448)

Essential Affordability is m
easured by:

Th
e tennant can m

eet the rent or m
ortgage paym

ents on the hom
e 

without regularly having to cut spending on household essentials like food 
or heating. Th

e tennant is not worried that rent or m
ortgage paym

ents 
could rise to a level that would be diffi

cult to pay.

Tradable Affordability is m
easured by:

Th
e tennant can m

eet rent or m
ortgage paym

ents on the hom
e without 

regularly preventing participation in social activities. Th
e tennant can 

m
eet the rent or m

ortgage paym
ents on the hom

e without regularly being 
prevented from

 putting enough m
oney aside to cover unexpected costs.

Approx 1,250 hom
es rented out by not-for-profit landlords like 

housing associations and housing trusts in Cheetham
 H

ill.

-Between 1997 and 2013 there was a significant drop in the am
ount 

of people in absolute poverty. Th
e am

ount of people in relative 
poverty has fluctuated up and down over the sam

e period.

-Th
ere is a continuous problem

 with housing costs pushing people 
over the threshold of both relative and absolute poverty.

-Th
e am

ount of people in poverty residing in social rented 
accom

m
odation has dropped over the last 12 years. H

owever this 
is probably due to the reduced am

ount of social housing available. 
Th

e increase in people in poverty in private rented accom
m

odation 
is likely due to the increase in people relying on private rented 
accom

m
odation due to lack of social housing.

 Average price £628

 Average price £721

 Average price £987

 Average price £453

19 x

7 x

4 x

13 x

[Source: hom
e.co.uk]

 Average room
 price £347

 Average flat price £582

 Average house price £706

1 x

27 x

16 x

Affordability

[Source: V
arious]



Living H
om

e Standard
Catch 22 

In M
anchester 67.3%

 of dw
ellings are ow

ned 
privately, 8.2%

 are ow
ned by Local A

uthorities, 
24.3%

 are ow
ned by a R

egistered Social Landlord
Tenure;
the conditions under w

hich land or buildings are held or occupied

T
hese	figures	show

	that	less	people	in	M
anchester	ow

n	their	hom
e	in	2011	

w
hen com

pared to 2001 (-37%
)  therefore the reliance on rental properties 

has dram
m

atically increased. O
f these, 7%

 less households in M
anchester live 

in Socially rented accom
m

odation in 2011 w
hen com

pared to 2001 due to vast 
am

ounts of housing stock transferred from
 the Local A

uthorities so H
ousing 

A
ssociations or being bought by Private Landlords. D

ue to this, the private rental 
m

arket saw
 an increase of 12%

 from
 2001-2011. 

In C
heetham

 H
ill the H

ousing A
ssociation N

orthw
ards H

ousing looks after 1300 
hom

es on behalf of the Local A
uthority. Based on a study conducted by ### in 

#### it is clear that people w
ould rather live in a hom

e ow
ned by the Local A

u-
thority than a private landlord because it is felt in general that the properties are 
in better condition. Tenants living in social housing runby N

orthw
ards housing 

are given basic advice for carrying out sim
ple repairs on their properties them

-
selves. If it is not a problem

 they can resolve them
selves the ‘handym

an’ service is 
given	a	not-for-profit	price	for	the	w

ork.	T
his	is	helping	to	reduce	the	am

ount	of	
problem

s people have w
ith their properties and therefore stopping m

any falling 
below

 the Living H
om

e Standard.

T
he ability to heat the hom

e is one of the essential attributed required for the 
Living H

om
e standard. 15,031 (9%

) dw
ellings didnt have central heating in 2004. 

T
his dram

m
atically droped to 6410 (3%

) dw
ellings in 2014. A

lthough such a 
significant	drop	is	prom

ising,	the	3%
	that	do	not	have	heating	in	2014	therefore	

fail the Living H
om

e Standard.

Th
e hom

e can 
be heated safely 
and effectively

Th
e hom

e has 
hot and cold 
running water

Th
e hom

e is free from
 

safety hazards such as 
faulty wiring or fire risks 

Th
e hom

e is structurally 
sound with no im

portant 
defects to the roof and/
or walls

Th
e hom

e 
feels physically 
secure

Th
e hom

e is free 
from

 pest problem
s

Th
e hom

e is free 
from

 m
ould or 

dam
p problem

s

Th
e hom

e is suitable for the current 
age and/or disability related needs 
of everyone in the household

Th
ere are 

electrical 
sockets in the 
m

ain living 
areas, kitchen 
and bedroom

(s)

T
he hom

e is free 
from

 outside noise 
that regularly 
disrupts sleep or 
daily activities

T
he hom

e has 
enough natural 
light in the m

ain 
living areas, kitchen 
and bedroom

(s)

A
ble to dry 

laundry in the 
hom

e w
ithout 

causing m
ould or 

dam
p problem

s

It is possible to access the 
internet from

 the hom
e or get an 

internet connection if needed

Required Attributes within a D
welling 

to M
eet Th

e Living H
om

e Standard

Com
parison of D

welling Tenure from
 2004-2014
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ensus 2014)

H
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   [C
onclusions]Essential and Tradable

It is possible to access the 
internet from

 the hom
e or 

get an internet connection if 
needed

Th
ere is the possibilty that people can help them

selves to live 
within a house which m

eets the Living H
om

e Standard, if they 
have the skills required to repair and m

aintain their house as 
required. It is a possibility that the workshop will be able to 
offer training exercercises for the public, to teach them

 how to 
do sim

ple tasks within their hom
es.

D
ecent Conditions



Living H
om

e Standard
Catch 22 

[Population, D
ensity &

 O
vercrow

ding]
M

anchester Popultion = 530,292 (2016)
C

heetham
 H

ill Population = 23,784 (2016) 53.2%
 m

en

W
ith the population continually increasing, approxim

atley 2%
 every 

year, (increase of 80, 202 people betw
een 2001 and 2011) the housing 

m
arket continues to struggle w

ith undersupply.  M
om

entum
 of hom

e 
building	dim

inished	significantly	in	the	recession	w
ith	low

s	of	residential	
com

pletions in  2011/2012 of 960 hom
es com

pared to 5,412 in 2007/8. 

T
his led to an interesting result w

here, due to the increase in population, 
som

e areas, such as Longsight w
here only 181 properties have been built, 

despite a rise of population 3,600 people betw
een 2001 and 2011, the 

num
ber of vacant properties has halved since 2007. In 2015 there w

as 
on average 3.8%

 vacant dw
ellings in M

anchester com
pared to 2004 w

hen 
there w

as 9.8%
.

T
he lack of available properties, together w

ith rising house rental 
costs has also led to a problem

 of over crow
ding w

ith 1.8%
 of fam

ilies 
in M

anchester living w
ith another fam

ily. O
vercrow

ding can be found 
particularly	in	areas	w

ith	a	high	influx	of	m
igrant	w

orkers	and	also	
w

here large fam
ilies sharing living space is a cultural norm

. N
orth 

W
est M

anchester w
ards have higher rates of overcrow

ding, w
hile 

C
heetham

 (7%
), C

rum
psall (10%

) and H
arpurhey (9%

) have the m
ost. 

In com
parison w

ith the w
ards in the N

orth East, only Bradford (13%
) is 

above the city-w
ide average of 5%

.

In 2015 £300M
 w

as aw
arded by H

om
es and C

om
m

unities A
gency to 

im
prove	the	housing	situation	in	M

anchester.	Since	then	a	significant	
portion has already been utilised developing 1,100 hom

es. O
ne of these 

developm
ents, C

harm
inster D

rive of 23 units, lies in C
heetham

 H
ill. T

he 
am

bition is to build 25,000 hom
es by 2025 by building large high density 

developm
ents in the N

orth and East of M
anchester.

T
here w

as a 13.36%
 increase in dw

ellings in M
anchester betw

een 2004-
2014 how

ever there w
as an 18%

 increase in population over the sam
e 

period highlighting the m
assive shortfall in housing provision. 

Essential Space is m
easured by:

- T
he num

ber of bedroom
s in the hom

e is adequate for all m
em

bers 
of the household
- T

here is enough space to allow
 all m

em
bers of the household to 

have privacy, for exam
ple w

hen they w
ish to be alone

- T
here is enough space for all m

em
bers of the household to 

com
fortably spend tim

e together in the sam
e room

- T
here is adequate space to prepare and cook food

- T
here is adequate space to store essential item

s, such as a 
reasonable am

ount of clothes, tow
els and bedding

Tradable Space is m
easured by:

- T
here are enough bathroom

 facilities for everyone living in the 
household to be able to use them

 at a tim
e suitable for their needs

- T
he hom

e has access to outdoor space, for exam
ple a private or 

shared garden, or balcony

- T
here is enough space for m

em
bers of the household to study or 

do w
ork or hom

ew
ork if they need to

- T
here is enough space for a guest to stay overnight, for instance on 

a sofa or sofa bed
- T

here is enough space to store dom
estic item

s like vacuum
 

cleaners and ironing boards to keep them
 out of the w

ay
- T

here is enough space to store som
e personal belongings, such as 

books or children’s toys

Number of Moves
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M
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M
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N
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oving M

anchester To and From
 rest of England 

and W
ales, 2001-2010

(Source: O
FS 2014)

[A
ccording to the “Living H

om
e Standards”]

   [C
onclusions]

Population of M
anchester by 

W
ard 2020 M

CCFM
 W

2014

Th
e population of M

anchester has risen dram
m

atically between the 2001 and 
2011 census yet the housing provision has not risen at the sam

e rate. Th
is has led 

to an increased problem
 of overcrowding in houses which caused m

any hom
es to 

drop below the Living H
om

e Standard.

Th
e am

ount of vacant buildings has also fallen significantly due to the increased 
dem

and however this is not a sustainable source for the continuously growing 
population. Th

e lack of supply is causing m
any people to live in houses which are 

in poor condition as they have very little choice. It is also resulting in house prices 
continuously rising, pushing m

ore and m
ore people to rely on benefits or to fall 

below the poverty line. 

Space
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[Standard for living docum
ent]

[Length of residence]

[R
ent Term

s] 

It is considered essential in the Standard for Living docum
ent that the 

household has enough control over how long they can live in the hom
e.

It is only considered as a tradable standard for if ever given notice to 
leave the hom

e, the household feels they would be given enough notice to 
secure som

ewhere else suitable to live. Th
e tenant should be able to stay in 

the hom
e long enough to feel part of the local com

m
unity if wanted. Th

e 
tenant can m

ake changes to the interior of the hom
e such as decorating, if 

wanted. And able to keep a pet in the hom
e or garden if wanted.

According to the D
epartm

ent for Com
m

unities and Local G
overnm

ent 
docum

ent com
pleted in 2014; O

wner occupiers had been resident in 
their current property for an average of 17.1 years; social renters had been 
resident for a shorter period at 11.5 years. 

Th
e private rented sector is typified by com

paratively shorter tenancies 
and private renters had the shortest average length of residence at 3.5 
years.

In 2013-14, the average length of residence for private renters was 3.5 
years. Th

is fluctuated considerably with age, from
 less than a year am

ong 
those aged 16-24 to 14 years am

ong those aged 65 and above. 

Unem
ployed renters resided for longer on average com

pared with those 
who were working full tim

e (4.1 years com
pared with 2.5 years), whilst 

those in the lowest incom
e quintile resided for longer than higher incom

e 
group (5.5 years com

pared with 2.4 years in the highest incom
e group).

In 2013-2014 Th
e average length of residence 

of households in the social rented sector was 
11.5 years.Th

e average length of residence for 
private renters was 3.5 years.

Social renting households were m
ore evenly distributed across differing 

residency lengths. A third (35%
) of private renters had been resident at 

their current property for a less than one year, with a dim
inishing num

ber 
of households resident for each successive longer period. 

A let in the private rented sector com
m

only has a fixed initial term
 of 6 

or 12 m
onths (although the tenant and landlord can agree a longer fixed 

term
 period). After the fixed term

 ends, if a new one is not agreed, the 
tenancy will ‘roll on’. From

 this point on, the landlord typically has the 
right to term

inate the tenancy with two m
onths’ notice, and the tenant 

with just one m
onth’s notice.

Rent controls were rem
oved in the late 1980s (giving landlords m

ore 
freedom

 to set rent levels), and assured shorthold tenancies becam
e the 

standard, giving greater flexibility in the length of tenancies. Lenders 
introduced the buy-to-let m

ortgage at around the sam
e tim

e, attracting 
m

any new investors into the private rented sector.

0 - 1 year

2 - 4 years

5 - 9 years

10 + years

percentage

Stability

[Source: D
epartm

ent for C
om

m
unities 

and Local G
overnm

ent docum
ent 2014]



| 101

[Social Security N
et]

Th
is m

ap outlines som
e exam

ples of where the com
m

unity m
ay com

e 
together to gain support from

 advisors and like m
inded people. Th

e 
buildings highlighted in red are buildings that represent certain social 
groups, such as places of worship, job centres, welcom

e centres and advice 
centres. H

owever it is clear that within the area that has been defined, the 
m

ajority of the social net lies in places of worship. 

Som
e exam

ples of these spaces have been outlined below
:

Cheetham
 H

ill W
elcom

e Centre
Jam

ja M
asjid N

orth M
anchester M

osque
Seventh D

ay Adventist Church
RCCG

 N
igerian Church

M
anchester Unkrainian Cultural Centre

Irish W
orld H

eritage Site
Broughton H

ub

Th
e orange pins all locate projects for the com

m
unity to take part in a 

activity.  Exam
ples of these are:

Irish Com
m

unity Care Allotm
ent Project

M
alasia Com

m
unity

Asian Elders G
roup

Cheetham
 Al H

ilal Com
m

unity Project
Abraham

 M
oss warriors

Afro Cats

In initial investigations there appears to be 5 learning centres in the 
im

m
ediate area, and 6 Librarys. 

Learning Centres are a vital resource in the area, in 10.3%
 of people in 

m
anchester not speaking english within the household according to the 

census report. 

In the ‘H
ousing experiences and aspirations am

ong low-paid m
igrant 

workers in M
anchester’ 30%

 of respondants m
entioned that language 

barriers were a key constraint to be able to im
provem

ent of their lives.

O
ur intention is, through recorded interviews, to gain further and m

ore 
conclusive evidence of where people m

ight consider there social security 
net. It is clear from

 the research from
 census and m

anchester city reports 
of statistics the percentage of people that have travelled to m

anchester 
alone is high, and therefore exam

ples such as listed above are m
ore critical 

for socio-support. 

Th
e 2011/12 survey showed that 77%

 of 
respondents were satisfied with their local 
area as a place to live, slightly higher than 
the 75%

 in 2010/11 and 2009/10.

Th
e Living H

om
e Standard states that an 

essential attribute of N
eighbourhood is to 

feel reasonably safe and secure in the local 
neighbourhood.

N
eighbourhood
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 O
vercrowding can be found particularly in areas with a high influx of m

igrant workers and also where large fam
ilies shar-

ing living space is a cultural norm
. N

orth W
est M

anchester wards have higher rates of overcrowding, while Cheetham
 (7%

), 
Crum

psall (10%
) and H

arpurhey (9%
) have the m

ost. In com
parison with the wards in the N

orth East, only Bradford (13%
) is 

above the city-wide average of 5%
.

In term
s of stock condition and the percentage of hom

es that fall below  ‘D
ecent H

om
es’ standards, there is a higher percentage 

of less than ‘D
ecent H

om
e’ standards in N

orth W
est M

anchester. Cheetham
 (56.4%

) and Crum
psall (44.8%

) have the highest 
rates of less than ‘D

ecent H
om

es’ in the W
est, and in the N

orth East wards Bradford (40.2%
) and M

iles Platting &
 N

ewton 
H

eath (42.6%
) have the highest. N

ote that the H
ouse Condition Survey records data for private sector housing only; social 

housing is estim
ated to have lower rates of overcrowding as where overcrowding occurs efforts are m

ade to rehouse  
 

residents. 
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