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Great Ancoats St - Context

Statement from Trees Not Cars By Trees Not Cars (@treesnotcars)

“On Thursday 17th, Manchester City Council’s planning committee voted through 
controversial plans to use a former retail park in Ancoats as a temporary 440-space car park 
for up to two years.

The decision has provoked shock and outrage from ‘Trees Not Cars’ campaigners who have 
been holding protests every Saturday since July, calling for the Council to use the site as a 
community green space instead. Over 10,000 have signed their petition.

Campaigners intend to challenge the decision, which they say contradicts the Council’s 
Climate Emergency in an area where pollution levels are already illegal. According to Trees 
Not Cars, lawyers have agreed to work on the case pro bono, arguing that the decision is 
a human rights violation.
New Islington Free School, the city’s only primary school, is located next to the proposed car 
park. A number of parents have joined the campaign. Julia Kovaliova spoke passionately 
at the planning committee in objection of the plans. Her son is ten and was diagnosed with 
asthma four years ago. In her speech to the committee, she asked members to vote with 
their conscience and not prioritise commerce over children’s health.

The site was purchased for £37m, and the Council argues the temporary car park is neces-
sary to help recoup costs. When the Council agreed to buy out the lease on the site we also 
agreed to temporary uses, including car parking, to meet the cost of purchase and holding 
costs, costs of around £2m a year, whilst the master planning and marketing of the site took 
place. In the longer term, we do need to recover at least £40m from the site.”

“The consultation process needs to be reformed. We need to have our voices heard and 
acted on. We need to be part of the planning process from the very beginning.”

http://www.gmhousingaction.com/statement-from-trees-not-cars/ 

“Trees Not Cars”

Overall green infrastructure of the 
site will promote an environmentally 

friendly  community space.

If land promotes more for the local 
community, the social and economic 

sphere it will stay balanced.

Community voice is priority as they 
ZLOO�EH�WKH�RQHV�DHFWHG�E\�GUDVWLF�

changes and not the council.



Volunteers helping 

Homeless p
eople

Ho
m

el
es

s b
ec

om
es

Vo
lu

nt
ee

rs 
Im

pr
ov

ed
 q

ua
lit

y

of
 lif

e 
fo

r h
om

el
es

s

Income generated
from sales

Open source infrastructure 

created devices to help

Free access to 
Information & classes

Providing tools and 

Skills

Skills A
cquired

Offering Support and guidence
C

om
m

unty garden - fresh produceOffering fo
od to

 p
re

ve
nt

 p
ov

er
ty

 
Fo

od
 p

ov
erty

 re
cognised

Great Ancoats St Edible Garden Proposal



41,439 Parcels Delivered Between 
April and September  2019 (Busiest 6 

months)

16,133 of these went to children

over 3 million meals provided 
in and around Greater Manchester in 2018 
an increase of 50% over the previous year.  

King, A. (2019). Universal Credit hits all time low as food bank use in Greater Manchester soars. [online] The Meteor. 
Available at: https://www.themeteor.org/2019/11/21/universal-credit-hits-all-time-low-as-food-bank-use-in-greater-manchester-soars/ [Accessed 14 Jan. 2020].

Increase in Food Bank use in Greater Manchester 





El Campo de Cebada

Dance culture

Ability to build upon new 
interventions

Markets for increased 
revenue

Social Gathering

The container containing tools, 
materials and sources.

Figure 1 - Central Public Square

The municipal sports centre that in 2009 was demolished, leaving 5,500 square meters of un 
occupied space. The space has been left unused for a year. As the economy has not improved 
in the area, a group has decided to invest in the central space to be used to carry out activi-
ties. The way in which residents of El Campo have learned to infrastructure their own
neighbourhood (schools, gardens, markets) points to an important recent development that 
bespeaks a wider transformation in urban governance in Madrid (Jiménez, 2014). 

The project primarily is maintained through voluntary work of the residents of the La Latina 
neighbourhood. El Campo functions less as a prototype for an urban commons than as a pro-
totype for itself: an urban system of intelligences ‘in beta’. (Jiménez, 2014). As the citizens help 
WR�UHRUJDQLVH�D�V\VWHP�ZKHUH�DFWLYLWLHV�FDQ�KDYH�UHWXUQV�LQ�SURȴW�WR�NHHS�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�
the El Campo going. One of our contributions was the construction of a device with multiple 
uses being the warehouse and base of operations that, in turn, facilitates the possibility of 
JHQHUDWLQJ�QHZ�GHYLFHV�IRU�WKH�ȴHOG�

This container is the warehouse that contains materials and tools that make possible the 
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH�RI�WKH�ȴHOG��ΖW�LV�DOVR�D�PHHWLQJ�SODFH�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�IRU�LWV�FRO-
onization in multiple ways. The device itself is in permanent change, responding to the uses 
and allowing an evolutionary development through the incorporation of the furniture that 
parasites it. (Todoporlapraxis.es, 2018)

The creation of this public space can be linked to the way Henri Lefebvre’s represents space. 
A place where it was not a liveable organism, The connection between people and places cre-
ated social morphology: the container being the epicentre of all recreational actives is a space 
that is liberated for the public is a form of a living organism (Lefebvre, 1991). An organism that 
can be travelled in infrastructures to help and create new organism surrounding the space. 
The betagrams of these spatio-temporal events that takes place at the square has been re-
nowned to be as an ‘urban prototype’. The making of this square travels in infrastructures for 
example the market stalls intervention can be found online, where it is hosted as free source 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�HYHU\RQH�WR�DFFHVV��UDQJLQJ�IURP�KRZ�WR�FRQVWUXFW�WR�ȴQGLQJ�WKH�PDWHULDOV�LQ�
WKH�ORFDO�DUHD��D�ULJKW�WR�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��ΖW�LV�GHHPHG�D�SROLWLFDO�ZLOO�WR�KDYH�WKH�FLW\�PRGXOLVHG�
in a certain way whether that is furnishing or the program. El campo is a reference to right 
to infrastructure as it expresses the infra-structuring process as accessible and legible place 
with respects to the political and social agencies. 





Making Food Accessible for Everyone

Sadly clear was the chronicity of many peoples health issues. 73 per cent of people applying to participating food banks have chronic or long-term 
illnesses or health problems over a four-week stretch. It’s real that some may not be able to get their food to the Ancoats Farm.  So our scheme works 
WR�RHU�D�VHUYLFH�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�DEOH�WR�GHOLYHU�EDVLF�IRRGV��ELNH�GHYLFH��WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�WUDYHO�WR�WKH�VLWH��7KH�VFKHPH�DOVR�DGDSWV�WR�
SUHȴJXUH�D�PRYHPHQW�DV�WKH�VFKHPH�FDQ�ZRUN�WR�PDNH�SODQW�EHGV��VKHGV��DQG�RWKHU�SODQWLQJ�GHYLFHV�WR�WKHQ�VWDUW�JURZLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�YHJHWDWLRQ��

3HRSOH�UHIHUHHG�WR�IRRG�EDQNV�DOVR�VKDUH�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�ORVLQJ�ZRUN�GXH�WR�LOO�KHDOWK�DQG�GLVDELOLW\��0HQWDO�KHDOWK�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�
reason given. Some who go unemployed unexpected due to physical accidents or long term illness will have to go through a lengthy process to apply 
IRU�EHQHȴWV��LQ�WKH�PHDQ�WLPH��WKH\�ZLOO�VWUXJJOH�WR�DFFHVV�EDVLF�IRRGV�DQG�PD\�QHHG�WR�UHO\�RQ�IRRG�EDQNV��

The Trussell Trust. (2018). Disability, Health & Hunger - The Trussell Trust. [online] Available at: https://www.trusselltrust.org/2018/01/31/disability-health-and-hunger/ [Accessed 17 Jan. 2020].

 

Delivering Food Food for the un-able Basic food provided

Constructing plant beds Beds placed in homes or 
community gardens

Fresh food harvested

To upscale the project, the proposal initiates the placing of plant beds so that 
SHRSOH�DUH�DEOH�WR�JURZ�WKHLU�RZQ�YHJHWDEOHV��7KH�VFKHPH�ZRUNV�WR�ȴJKW�KXQ-

ger and that people should be able to access basic foods. 



Creation of ‘Devices’ 

1

2

3

4
1 - Recycled timber board
2 - Bike wheel
����:RRGHQ�3DOOHWV�
4 - Welded Metal

Nail plate joint between wooden 
pallets using hammer.

Welded Joint using recycled metal

%LNH�ZKHHO�DUUDQJHG�ZLWKLQ�IUDPH��VFUHZHG�ȴWWLQJ�WKDW�
joins onto wooden pallets.

Bike can be used as a potential 
device that can help to supply food 
across Manchester to make access 
to basic foods accessible, or can be 
used to generate revenue, selling 
food or produce to local people.

Bike can be found through bike re-
cycling centres across greater Man-
chester.



Potential Devices

7LPEHU�3RVW

7LPEHU�3DOOHW

Shed or food stand can be made to distribute across 
greater Manchester to make it easier to grow your 
own vegetables with a very little investments 





Elevations

Front Activated Entrance

BackSide 
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Hub Construction

Timber column connection to concrete foundation
7HPSRUDU\�VROXWLRQ�DV�WKLV�FDQ�EH�ȴWWHG�GLUHFWO\�
above car park surface.

Timber structure

Two combined pallets 
for more permeability

Membrane layer

ΖQVXODWLRQ�DQG�SODVWHU��LQWHULRU�ȴQLVK�

3DOOHWV�ȴ[HG�WR�FROXPQ�
post using nail plates

Timber holding structure for stairs

3DOOHWV�ȴWWHG�XVLQJ�QDLO�SODWHV

The hub uses recycled materials to keep construc-
tion and overall material cost to a minimal. 



Wall Detail

Cantilever Deck Detail

Glass Bottle Treatment Detail

Exploded Axonometric View

Construction Details



Main Material Collaborator
Emerge Manchester
Emerge Recycling, 
Units E1-E4, 
Whitworth Street East, 
Manchester

Material Application
i. Cladding
ii. Insulation
iii. Flooring

Material Required
2000 Timber Pallets

Material Properties
Structural :
i. Tensile 
ii. Compressive
iii. Modular

Other
i. Thermally Insulating
ii. Acoustics
iii. Flammable
iv. Corrosive

Material Manipulation

Materials Required:
Timber
Nails
Varnish

Tools Required:
Hammer
Sandpaper
Saw

Manpower Required:
Low 

Timber Pallets


