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UNDERSTANDING PREFIGURATIVE ARCHITECTURES
THE WAY TO ACHIEVE PREFIGURATIVE ARCHITECTURES

e

S
APPROPRIATION DISSEMINATION EMPOWERMENT NETWORKING SUBVERSION

Pregurative architectures could be achieved through appropriate, dissemination, empowerment,
networking and subversion.

- the occupation another's property for one's own purpose legally or illegally, or taking
unoccupied, abandoned, derelict or vacant sites.

- the way how knowledge is distributed and how it is being spread and spread to whom.
Dissemination emphasises on open source which could be discussed in a wider context as well.

- to make change through the empowerment of others: allowing people fo take control
of their own environment. Architects become active agents, acting on behalf of people who build, live
in, occupy and visit architecture.

- a collaborative method, that a group of people working together and according to
specific requirements of each project.

- a strategy using existing policies, guidelines and buildings on purpose rather than they
were designed for.



UNDERSTANDING PREFIGURATIVE ARCHITECTURES
IN WHAT WAYS ARE PREFIGURATIVE ARCHITECURES SHIFTING THE CULTURE
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KNOWLEDGE ORGANISATION PHYSICAL RELATIONS SOCIAL RELATIONS

Prefigurative architectures shift the culture through dissemination of knowledge, physical
relations, social relations and organisational structure.

"All social practices involve knowledge.

The could be transferred from architects to users, which can be The production of knowledge is, in itself,
easily understood and accepted. Architects help people to liberate the construction process a social practice and what distinguishes
to ensure the dissemination of knowledge. it from other social practices is ifs self-

reflexivity, which productively reshapes
- a group of workers or other co-operatives, practices working in collaborative the context of practices in motive and

A nterdlsaisli . engine of actions. "
QLSRR RGIRIARY WY S Santos B.S., Nunes J.A. Meneses M.P.

(2007)
- the idea of "adaptable” and acknowledgement about the realities of

users' changing needs social relations seek to change power relations through challenging
private claims to space.

- to change the power relations through challenging private claims to
space.

Source: Spatialagency.net. (2014). Spatial Agency: How?. [online] Available at:
http://spaticlagency.net/database/how/



UNDERSTANDING PREFIGURATIVE ARCHITECTURES
THE MOTIVATION BEHIND PREFIGURATIVE ARCHITECTURES
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ECOLOGICAL ETHICAL PEDAGOGICAL POLITICAL

Five motivations behind the action of prefiguration will lead the generation of prefigurative architectures: Ecological,
ethical, pedagogical, political, professional.

- the motivation to work with environment. Ethical is about 'being-for the Other’, to 'assume responsibility
for the Other'-with the Other being a 'mix of builders, users, occupiers, observers of architecture'.

- about teaching and transformation of knowledge. Political is about the power, the right or the

privilege to claim space become paramount. Setting up non-hierarchical systems, co-operative structures are
professional challenges to the normative modes of architectural practice

- 'being-for the Other', to 'assume responsibility for the Other'-with the Other being a 'mix of builders, users,
occupiers, observers of architecture'. Pedagogical is about teaching and transform of knowledge.

- the power, the right or the privilege to claim space become paramount. Setting up non-hierarchical
systems, co-operative structures are professional challenges to the normative modes of architectural practice

Setfting up non-hierarchical systems, co-operative structures are
architectural practic

challenges to the normative modes of
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PRODUCTION OF PROTEST

Project: #0ccupyGezi
Location: Taksim Gezi Park

¥

27 May 2013 marked a turning point in istanbul, and thereby changing the history of Turkey - This
is the day when the public has refuted the idea of a 'totalitarian democracy’.




OccupyGerzi

Occupy Gerzi started as a small demonstra-
tion in Gezi Park to prevent the park from being
destroyed or redeveloped by the government.
What resulted were a number of protests. What
resulted were a numerous protests taking place
simultaneously across the city which continued
for another 20 days. uninterruptedly. The park
transformed into the most vibrant political
space. Camps swelled into a community, an
autonomous city with everyday infrastructures
to accommodate both formal and informal
activities.

The Gezi Park incident and others are read by
some 1930s modernism researchers, and present
one of the codes of necliberalism's reflection on
urban space by others.
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Taksim Gezi Park map, Image source: Google map

A : ) : : @ : Image Source: Falledarchitecture.com. (2016). What's Happening in Istanbulg A Prologue — Failed Architecture.
Government Intervention and profe:ﬁ at Gezi Park [enline] Avallable at: https:/fwww falledarchitecture.com/whats-happening-in-istanbul-a-prolegue



"The protests in Istanbul indicated one simple thing for architects
: We need new definitions for architecture in situations when
architecture is removed from architects.Each unique sfructure that
we encounter in the streets and Gezi Park has its own in-situ design
and implementation process. Documentation of these temporary
structures is of huge importance for further examination, considering
their imited life-cycle. "

writes by organisation co-founder Yelta K&m on the Tumblr page for
the project.

Architecture has became a tool rather than its classical functions.

#0ccupyGezi: Deck Chair

Image Source: Cccupygeziarchitecture tumblr.com. (20146). #occupygezi architecture. [online] Available at: hitp://occupygeziarchitecture tumblr.com/ [Accessed | Dec, 2014].



Dissemination Map

e
Dism nation of the sponfdnéou 0rchi1etur in local neighbourhood
Camps on site have fransformed info a community, an autonomous city with everyday infrastructures to accommodate both formal and informal

activities. Gezi Park has fransformed info a public movement. It is not only a protest against the govenment, it is also about "building together' and
"creating a community together’ . What happened on Gazi Park soon became contagious and spread out to every corners of the city, leading to a

city-wide movement where demonstrations took place on the streefs and in the neighborhood.

Image source: Google map
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Act of Prefiguration #OccupyGezi:
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"in direct action; whereby the ‘indirect protest’
mechanism can be used to promote egalitarian.
This spread of survival knowledge might become an
expression for a social movement goal. While more
people utilise the alternative knowl- edge, it might
be a political symbol that contaminates ideas,
messages and goals to the wider nefworks."

Franks, 2003

OccupyGezi induced the creation of many
temporary yet ingenuous architectural solutions
to political problems. These structures, which later
proved to be of considerable importance and
of research value, are then documented and
disseminated in the architectural community.

This intervension itself became a collective process
for all temporary spontaneous architecture with
its creative design. Everything was documented
and could be used easily in the future in any other
communities and neighborhoods.



Project: Nueva Esperanza School
Location: H Cabuyal, Manabi, Ecuador
Architect: al bordE

Project Year: 2009

PRODUCTION OF SELF-ESTEEM

“the embodiment within the ongoing
political practice [...] of those forms of
social relations, decision making. culture,
and human experience that are the
ultimate goal.”

Boggs, 1977:100

Image Source: ArchDaily. {2016). Nueva Esperanza School / al bordE. [onlineg] Available at: http://www.archdally.com/45942/nueva-esperanza-school-al-borde [Accessed 2



Who is Al Borde®?

Venice Biennale of
Architecture: The Dark

Based in the the city of Quito, this practice displays a vibrant energy and explorative curiosity that manifests itself in many forms,
from built projects to workshops, exhibitions, public actions and, even, downloadable DIY building instructions. The establishment of a
practice that is perpetually a work in progress is a conscientious action taken by its members. Its ability to be adaptive and flexible is
the foundation that makes its work possible.

Image Source: al borde. (2016). Programa de Residencias_Residences Program. [online] Available at: hitp://www.albordearg.com/programa-de-residencias-residences-program/ [Accessed 2 Dec.
2018].



The design of Nueva Esperanza School

Upon examining a rural area, the young architect firm realized that
most of the schools are constructed in the forms of concrete huts with
barred window. Those school look like prisons rather than schools. That
is the reason why the project is looking for solving not only immediate ) : — .
problems but generate long-term solutions. The project uses the same materials anq building pcﬁerns the commurjlty
has been using for building for years. A fimber basis above the foundation
The members of the community fish and farm the land and utilize a piles, bcm")boo walls, wood structure and a roof made of knitted straw scarf
bartering system. In this way, it is an enfirely self-sufficient community, ©F ‘cade’.
and its relationship with nature is extremely significant to its way of life.

Image Source: ArchDaily. {2014). Nueva Esperanza School / al bordE. [online] Available at: http://www.archdaily.com/45942/nueva-esperanza-school-al-borde [Accessed 2 Dec. 2014).



The design of Nueva Esperanza School

The design was developed through communication with the community and based on the available
materials around the community. After Considering the available materials on site, and through
reaching out to the community, the architects and communities worked together to achieve a
comfortable space with creative elements for the children.

The design has changed children's atftitudes towards school. This space could wake up children's
imagination and creativity.

i

Images showing the community working on

bookselves
Image Source: ArchDaily. (2014). Nueva Esperanza School / ol bordE. [online] Available at: hitp://www.archdaily.com/45942/nueva-

esperanza-schocl-al-borde [Accessed 2 Dec. 2014].



Act of Prefiguration in Nueva Esperanza School
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Architect The lack of resources at hand for the
project forced the young firm fo rely on the
community in ways that many architects
would find atypical: “the community was

Face involved within the construction because it
was impossible fo do if without [them]."

The school was constructed using timber,
bamboo and straw from the surrounding
area, materials the community had been
using to build shelters for years. They were
very active in the construction process,
employing building methods that they were
familiar with; it was only the “conception
and conceptuadlization of the space” that
the architects supplied to the process.

Rural environment  |imited budget Limited materials

Architectural design
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Generate new knowleadge
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PRODUCTION OF SELF-ESTEEM

Project: Esperanza Dos :
Location: Manabf, Ecuador An extension to Nueva Esperanza School

Architect: al bordE
Project Year: 2011
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Two years after they finished the Nueva Esperanza School, the firm was asked back to build an extension to the school in 2011, 'Esperanza Dos'. This
tfime, the community not only participated in construction process, but also involved in decision making process.

Image Source: ArchDaily. {2016). Esperanza Dos / Al Borde. [online] Available at: hitp://www.archdaily.com/ /227349 /esperanza-dos-al-borde [Accessed 4 Dec. 2014].



“We are always prepared to face life without hope and
without fear, without hope of success and without fear to
fail,"

Al Borde

"When we work with communities, we try to do all the things
we have fo do so that, at some point, we will become
unnecessary."

Al Borde

When they started drafting ideas about ‘Esperanza Dos', they
were “working with an anthropologist exploring different kinds of
methodologies of participation,” and they decided to “involve the
community in the decision-making system to define the specific
parts of the spaces.”

plan SoomeATT Their ultimate goal was to foster an equal dialogue between
7 themselves and the members of this community in the design and
construction process so that the end result would reflect the needs
i » and preferences of the people who would use the structure.
elevation elenitisn -

Image Source: ArchDaily. (2016). Esperanza Dos / Al Borde. [onling] Available at: http://www.archdaily.com/227349/esperanza-dos-al-borde [Accessed 6 Dec. 2014].



Act of Prefiguration in Esperanza Dos
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This community seeks progress. But for them, progress is achieved through persenal enrichment. This enrichment has less to do with money,
but is reflected in improvements in enterfainment, technology, resource sharing.

Architect and community worked together from the design process to construction. Community participated in design process in order to
express their ideas and requirements clearly. Designing together also improves work efficiency and encourage knowledge sharing. Each
person had a preferred task in the construction and involuntarily became good at it. Then began a process of perfecting the techniques; this
led to specidlization in each activity and oplimized processes. Finally the fransfer of knowledge to another person is what ended up enriching
the whole community.



Act of Prefiguration: Summa
9 B "Our work is a manifesto of our lives, We are what we do, And hope fo

live by what we love."
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Project: Hedgehog and Diggers Self-Build
Location: Brighton, UK

PRODUCTION OF SELF-BUILD COMMUNITY

Architect: Architype Winner of the 1997 Housing Design Environmental Care

Awards Award 1994

“Housing must, therefore, be
used as a verb rather than
a noun - as a process that
subsumes products. Real
values are those that lie in
the relationship between
the elements of housing
action - between the actors,
their activities and their

& achievements.”

John FC Turner 1976:62-63

Diggers and Hedgehog Housing Schemes are are pioneers in self building projects that harnesses the imagination and skills of ordinary people.
These projects leveraged a simple timber frame method that was created by architect Walter Segal for several 'community’ self build schemes in

the early 1980s, and since developed and updated by Architype to exceed current construction standards.

Image Source: Heslop, J. (2016). Self-Build Il - Self-build for social rent: Hedgehog Co-op and the Segal Method. [online] Unofficial Culture. Available at; hitps://unofficialculture wordpress.

com/2015/06/15/self-build-ii-self-build-for-social-rent-hedgehog-co-op-and-the-segal-method




Hedgehog Self-Build

Debbie's completed house

“The method produced a strong sense of community even before construction
was complete. For Segal, the parficipation of famileis brought social rewards thaf
diverted his interest beyond the architecture”

Blundell-Jones, P., Pefrescu, D. and Till, J. 2005

Debbie was a single mother living in a bedsit in south London when she got the
opportunity to be included in the Hedgehog scheme.

According fo Debbie, Each family had to put in 30 hours of work per week. To
make things easier, they created a nursery on site which they took turns to run. The
participants undertook a mere two days of fraining to learn the basic ‘farmhouse
joinery’ needed to build in the Segal method. As in Ingold’s belief in ‘thinking
through making’ where learning as understanding in practice: “it is wrong fo think
of learning as the fransmission of a ready-made body of information, prior fo its
application in particular contexfs of practice. On the confrary, we learn by doing,
in the course of carrying out the tasks of life”.

fing on concrete p'od's '

‘ ..

The verandas

Image Source: Heslop, J. (2016). Self-Build Il — Self-build for social rent: Hedgehog
Co-op and the Segal Methed. [online] Unofficial Culture. Available at: https://
unofficialculture wordpress.com/2015/06/15/self-build-iii-self-build-for-social-rent-
hedgehog-co-op-and-the-segal-method



Diggers Self-Build

Diggers brought back to life a steeply sloping derelict site on the outskirts of Brighton with 9 self-build houses. Architype designed the scheme in
full partnership with the self-builders, and the houses ufilise the natural advantages of the site - split levels and south facing frontages. The scheme
was the first in the UK with grass roofs and is designed to a highly ecological specification incorporating gas condensing boilers and thermal heat
stores, passive solar conservatories, and super-insulated shells with recycled newspaper insulation.

Akin to Hedgehog self-build project, Diggers self-build project was also based on Walter Segal's approach. This design is generated and achieved
by cooperation between architects and clients tfogether. Clients are involved in the design process during which they provided their own
comments and requirements according to their needs.

Besides the design itself, Architype has developed and updated the method and has given particular emphasis to its ecological development.
Both projects not only accommodated clients’ requirements, but also achieved lower energy consumption, and often pioneered new
techniques.

Image Source: Architype.co.uk. (2018). Architype / Community Self-Build Projects: Hedgehog and Diggers / The UK's Leading Passivhaus, Sustainable Architects. [onlineg] Available at: hitp:/fwww.
architype.co.uk/project/hedgehog-diggers-self-build/ [Accessed é Dec. 2014].



Act of Prefiguration in Hedgehog and Diggers Self-Build
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"All barriers between builders and users must be abolished, so that building and using

become two different parts of the same planning process”

+  Specific and individual
requirements

+  Participation

*  Energy saving

+  Sustainable design

De-commodification

design

G.de Carlo, 1949
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Construction Self-reflection
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Generate new knowledge

Walter Segal was best known for designing a
sustainable self-build housing system based on
timber frame construction. He enabled people
to build their own homes that are based on
a popular modular-grid design and built from
materials available from their local environment.

Each family generates their own design as the
designs of each house are tailored to the needs
each family , therefore no two houses are
identical.

The interaction between the architect and their
client continues even after the completion of the
project.After the design process, architects taught
the their about various construction techniques,
and clients kept practicing until they could carry
on the process individually.



PRODUCTION OF AUTONOMY

Location: Belo Horizonte, Brazil
rchitec ORAR DE OUTRAS MANEIRAS (MOM) M O M




‘Alternative’ projects

The primary goal of MOM is social empowerment. In Mom, architectural design is
regarded as an open process, where the clients are involved in designing, building
and finally the usage of the final product.

Prefiguration now means preoccupation of practices and the knowledge behind
them. Architects fransferred knowledge that they already simplified to self-builders,
and then the dissemination of knowlege will inform more self-builders. Architecture
as agency is that it should be critical of the social and economic formations of that
context in order to engage better with them in a transformative and emancipatory
manner.

Yates understood prefiguration as a process of generating alternatives, but he also
mentioned that it is not clear when and how the alternatives could relate to social
movements (Yates, 2014). He explained that dlternative project was not aim to build
its own sake but was connected to wider ambitions, suggesting a move beyond the
architect's present info something that in itself is able to express something positive.
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Architect Knowledge Dissemination

‘alternative development process in which the people [...]
are at the centre of a process of fransforming their lives,
seftflements and position in the city'.

Camillo Boano and Emily Kelling

Image Source: Harizonte, V. (2016). FAPEMIG - Fundacdo de Amparo & Pesquisa - Visualizagdo de Naticias. [online] Fapemig.br. Available at: http:/ fwww fapemig.br/pt-br/visualzacao-de-noticias/

ler/432/projeto-promove-mais-autonomia-nas-construcoes-informais [Accessed 7 Dec, 2014).



Act of Prefiguration in MOM
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The architect from MOM as one
actor within this process is facilitator
and mediator, knowledgeable
about where to intervene and with
whom, but also knowing when fo
retreat again and when tfo let go.

None of the settlers would have come to an architect asking
them for help. Yet, MOM is going out, realizing and researching
a certain condition, crificizing and questioning the relations
of production. They provided practical advice to people with
different requirements in order fo increase their participation in
their own environment and projects.

“Space that is collective and coocrperative and ‘characterised

building sites, in which design, building and use are

I by people's engagement and negotiation on non-hierarchical

simultaneous”

Construction

Henri Lefebvre, 2010

MOM's interventions take on a political and ethical meaning:

they influence process by stepping in and affecting their
cause through deliberation and negotiation. This is not about

the solving of problems, but about posing problems so that
all actors involved in the process develop their own power to

PRODUCTION OF AUTONOMY

critically perceive their built environment.



CONCULSION

HOW WHERE

WHY

OccupyGerzi Nueva Esperanza

School Esperanza Dos

Self Build, Architype MOM

© Through analysing five different projects or practices or movement, we could know that there are
© various means to achieve a much more collaborative approch to replace the traditional focus

- on the look of a building, from activism to pedagogy, publications to networking, making stuff fo
- making policy - all done in the way of empowering others.

.
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Prefigurative architectures represents a new way to produce buildings
and space. Moving from traditional idea of architecture, prefigurative
architectures purposes more opportunities in which arhcitects and non-
architects could participate. It is another way of architecture. Al Border

And hope to live by what we love", prefigurative architectures suggests
the future based on present. It is not a utopia idega, it is an imaginary we
could address orachiece in the future.

Architecture could not only be designed by architects, could also achieve
through cooperations between users and architects, this process engage
with teaching, construction and self-refelction, which have influence on
social movements. We could not abonban politics, environment and
connection with society to achieve aesthetics. And the relationship
between architfecture and social movement is long-term, architects could
do more than just design buildings.

Going out, working 'and talking with community, extanding career to
wider context, rethinking architectural position in the society is what | find
important for architects.
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