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otion contradiction 

Brenner’s concept of !xity-m
otion in relation to our pre!guring green-infrastructure.
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Fig.15 - D
iagram

 show
ing key features of current proposal (tem

porary car park)
Planning Application 124181/VO

/2019 on form
er Central Retail Park site, G

reat Ancoats Road. 
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Fig.17 - . Application site for tem
porary car park, show

ing adjacent prim
ary school (1:2500@

A5)
Planning Application 124181/VO

/2019 on form
er Central Retail Park site, G

reat Ancoats Road

Public opposition and the ‘Trees N
ot Cars’ m

ovem
ent
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Fig.16 - Com
m

unity gathering on the site led by Trees not Cars
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ot Cars. 2019. G
reater M

anchester Clean Air Plan [O
nline]. [14/01/2020]. Available from
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m
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Fig.19 - D
iagram

 show
ing recorded nitrogen dioxide pollution levels in M

anchester  
G

reater M
anchester Com

bined Authority. 2020. G
reater M

anchester Clean Air Plan [O
nline]. [14/01/2020]. Available from

: https://
m

appinggm
.org.uk/clean-air-plan/
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Fig.21 - D
iagram

 of G
reen Infrastructure Typology taken from

 M
anchester G

reen Infrastructure Strategy - 
derelict land is considered ‘green infrastructure’ due to the process of natural succession 

Fig.22 -. The derelict site on the corner of Princess Road and W
hitw

orth street w
as categorised as ‘G

reen 
Infrastructure’  as part of the M

anchester G
reen Infrastructure Strategy. The site w

as derelict for 20 years. 
M

anchester Evening N
ew

s (2020). D
erelict City Centre Site on corner of Princess St/W

hitw
orth St. [im

age] Available at: https://w
w

w
.

m
anchestereveningnew

s.co.uk/new
s/greater-m

anchester-new
s/derelict-city-centre-site-near-9961570 [Accessed 17 Jan. 2020].

W
hat is considered ‘G

reen Infrastructure’ in M
anchester
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Fig.26 - CityTree installed in in Picadilly Circus, London
D

ezeen. 2018. [O
nline]. [16/01/2020]. Available from

: https://w
w

w
.dezeen.com

/2018/03/21/m
oss-

covered-citytree-bench-com
bats-urban-pollution-london-uk/

City Tree (G
reen City Solutions)
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verview
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HFWV�DUH�UHFRUGHG�Z

LWKLQ�D�
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M
 distance of each C

ityTree 
(IC

LU
, 20

18): 
1. 15%

 reduction in N
O

x
2. 25%

 reduction in 
particulate m

atter
3. 150

kg direct C
O

2 
absorption (daily)
4. A

m
bient tem

perature 
reduction of >

17 ° kelvin (due 
to evaporate cooling)
5. A

rea of m
oss per tree: 

16.7SM
 

6. Leaf area index (LA
I): 30

���&
DSWXULQJ�FDSDFLW\�IRU�¿

QH�
dust: 22g/qm
8. Leafed phase: 365 days
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Fig.28 - Sketch visual of m
oss nursery on site

N
ew

 Islington Free School is show
n in the background

Proposal O
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O
ur Intervention - 

M
ossBalling
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Fig.31 - Plan show
ing how

 m
oss nursery could be laid out on the site (1:5000@

A5) 
Plan rem

ains sketchy to re#ect the transient/evolving nature of pre!gurative interventions1
00.5
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Fig.32 - Tools/m
aterials required to facilitate project. 

Low
 tech approach has been taken, w

ith sim
ple construction m

ethods favoured over com
plex design.  

M
aterials/tools required:

Tim
ber 

pallets
M

etal 
hooks

Screw
s

Paint
Clay

To cultivate the m
oss: 

To construct the w
all/fram

es: 

M
easuring

 jug

Paint 
brush

Scales
Tools

M
oss

W
ater

Yoghurt
M

aterials

Saw
Saw

H
am

m
er

Sand-
paper

D
rill

Tools

M
aterials



Pre!gurative Architecture
Pre!gurative Architecture

O
ur Intervention - M

ossBalling
O

ur Intervention - M
ossBalling

57
56

Fig.35 - Photo show
ing ‘m

oss m
ixture’ applied to a rock: D

ay 1
Aquascaping, N

. (2020). day 1 vs day 51 dsm
. [im

age] Available at: https://w
w

w
.#ickr.com

/
photos/137209880@

N
06/43937024055/ [Accessed 17 Jan. 2020].

Fig.36 - Photo show
ing ‘m

oss m
ixture’ applied to a rock: D

ay 51
Aquascaping, N

. (2020). day 1 vs day 51 dsm
. [im

age] Available at: https://w
w

w
.#ickr.com

/photos/137209880@
N

06/43937024055/ [Accessed 17 Jan. 2020].

D
ay 1

D
ay 51

G
row

ing m
oss via the ‘m

ilkshake’ m
ethod - grow

th over tim
e



Pre!gurative Architecture
Pre!gurative Architecture

O
ur Intervention - M

ossBalling
O

ur Intervention - M
ossBalling

61
60

Spreading the W
ord

'
LVVHP

LQDWLRQ�RI�JUHHQ�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DV�DQ�LGHD��UHTXLUHV�
LQWHUDFWLRQ�Z

LWK�WKH�YDULRXV�
VWDNHKROGHUV��$Q�LGHD�LV�P

RUH�
OLNHO\�WR�EH�DFFHSWHG�LI�LW����LV�
SUHVHQWHG�DV�DQ�LQQRYDWLRQ����
SURYLGHV�D�VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�XVHU���
)ROORZ

LQJ�WKH�DP
RHED�P

RGHO�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�WKDW�Z

LVK�WR�
SURP

RWH�JUHHQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�
�LQQRYDWRUV��QHHG�WR�WDUJHW�WZ

R�
NH\�VWDNHKROGHUV��&KDQJH�$JHQWV��
Z
KLFK�Z

RXOG�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�
RXU�FDVH�E\�HVWDEOLVKHG�µJUHHQ¶�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�1

*
2
¶V��

$QG�7UDQVIRUP
HUV��Z

KLFK�LQ�RXU�
FDVH�Z

RXOG�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�
SHRSOH�GLUHFWO\�EHQH¿WLQJ�IURP

�
WKH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�DQG�DUH�Z

LOOLQJ�WR�
DFWLYHO\�SURP

RWH�LW��:
LWK�WKHVH�WZ

R�
VWDNHKROGHUV�0

DLQ�VWUHDP
HUV��WKH�

QHXWUDO�SXEOLF��DQG�&RQWUROOHUV�
�WKH�ORFDO�DXWKRULW\��DUH�P

RUH�
OLNHO\�WR�IROORZ

�

D
issem

ination of the IdeaFig.X - The Am
oeba M

odel
D

iagram
 explaining the key stakeholders and their roles w

ith the spread of any idea.

Fig.39 - Spreading the Idea
D

iagram
 explaining the key stakeholder targets for the spread of the idea of M

ossBalling

M
ossBalling

Local Authority

Partnerships m
ade w

ith established N
G

O
’s w

ith a sim
ilar ethos

N
etw

ork of Supporters & Resi-
dents developed through access 

Individuals spread the idea of 
G

I to m
ainstream

ers through 
social connections

M
ounting pressure grow

s on 
the authority to m

ake changes 
as public support grow

s

Instead architecture should 
be designed for and inform

ed 
by the public w

hich it is to 
serve, w

ith the architecture 
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